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Lecrure XXXI. 
Menorrhagy. 


Ir sometimes happens, that women are 
affected with a discharge of blood from the 
genitals, independent of any organic dis- 
ease, and this it is whieh constitutes me- 
norrhagia, as it is called, of which there 
are two varieties, the one the active and 
the other the passive, The active me- 
norrhagy is, perhaps, more apt to occur in 





women who are robust and plethoric, and 
still more frequently in women who have 
had their nerves agitated by some domestic | 
calamity, as the death of a near relative for | 
example. In this disease, you will find oc- | 
casionally eruptions of blood from the uterus, 
more sparing or more copious, tending oc- 
casionally to observe the menstruating pe- 
riod, but not always, the discharge being | 
sometines preceded, at the first, by an un 
usual heat of the surface, a whiteness of the | 
tongue, and a certain degree of hardness and | 
frequency of the pulse, which rises, perhaps, 
to 100 or 110 in the minute, a slight de- 
gree of febricula being produced. When 
menorrhagy is in this manner occurring in 
women who possess a moderate share of 
strength, and have a degree of febrile ex- 
citemeat lurking about the system, one of 
the first steps to be taken, in the plethoric 
more ially, consists in the abstraction 
of blood from the arm to the amount of eight 
or ten ounces; or if the strength be less 
considerable, by means of leeches, which 
seem the rather to be indicated in these 
cases, because there is increased action of 





the uterine vessels. These leeches may be ' 
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applied either to the orifice of the vagina, 
or above the symphysis pubis, to the num- 
ber of ten or twelve, three large poultices 
being applied afterwards, (each remaining 
there two hours, ) for the purpose of keeping 
the leech orifices pervious and bleeding. if 
the discharge from the genitals is copious 
and rather alarming to the friends, (though 
I believe it is rarely dangerous,) cold may 
be applied in front and behind, just in the 
same manner as you would apply it in the 
case of miscarriage ; but this is nut, perhaps, 
usually required. Refrigerating purgatives, 
as nitre, for example, or sulphate of mag- 
nesia, or sulphate of soda, may be of use to 
diminish the hemorrhagic effort of the habit; 
and if there is an obstinate tendency to the 
increased vascular action of the system, you 
may then give your patient digitalis in ope- 
rative quantities, Now, there are three in-~ 
dications by which you may know that digi- 
talis is in action, one a sickness of the sto- 
mach, aud perhaps some action of the bowels, 
another a change of the pulse, which be- 
comes intermittent or irregular, and a third 
increase in the quantity of the urine; and 
whenever you fiud any one of these symp- 
toms, you must watch the digitalis with 
care, for it is in action on the system; and 
we must not forget, that the remedy, though 


| valuable, is not without its danger, and that 


the digitalis may accumulate, suddenly ope- 
rate, and destroy. Again, in cases of this 
kind, I should recommend you to give dia 
phoretics, so as to heep up the action of 


| the skin, and this with a view of equal- 


ising the circulauion. Stimulants, as gene- 
ral remedies, seem decidedly improper, 
wine more especially; and 1 mention this 
the rather, because patients are apt to have 
recourse to this stimulent, red wine more 
especially, either because they have a re- 
liance on its astringent properties, or because 
they have a great dislike to its flavour. In 
active menorrhagy, if the preceding remedies 
fail you, and the disease show no disposition 
to yield spontaneously, there is yet another 
remedy, which may be worth a trial, and that 
is, a gentle mercurial action ; for five or six 
weeks together, let the gums be kept slight- 
ly sore, and by its action on the capillaries, 
the mercury mey sometimes destroy the 
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morbid excitement which is existing in the | it, I have found the discharge suspended, 
small vessels of the womb. when the mouth has become slightly sore ; it 
Menorrhagia, however, is not always of|is not a high state of salivation | am here 
the active kind, for we sometimes meet with | proposing, but merely that measure of the 
a second form of this disease, namely, that | mercury which may produce a slight uneasi- 
in which you have a discharge of blood from | ness of the mouth, and some increase in the 
the uterus, occurring, perhaps, largely and | secretion of the saliva. : 
frequently, and this with agreat reduction! Again. If the menorrhagy is very press- 
of strength. The patient is cold and pale, |ing, if there is a discharge of the biood to 
and so feeble, that she can scarcely sit up ;/such an extent that you are afraid for the 
or she is confined to her bed, and is hardly | life of the patient, 1 would advise you to 
able to move herself; ia short, her condition | make use of the plug, as in cases of mis- 
is very similar to that of a woman who has | carriage ; and you may either resort to the 
lost much blood by bemorrhoids introduction ot tow, or some other soft sub- 
sus ani, or repeated miscarriage ; and when | stance, into the vagina ; or if your patient is 
in conjunction with this state of system too irritable to bear this, then a napkin may 
there is a drain of blood from the uterus, the| be applied to the genitals, and diligently 
case constitutes a second and more formid- | held there, which may oecasion the blood to 
able variety of the disease, | mean remain in the vegine. and to coagulate, so 
Passive Menorrhagy.—It is only in the| that the mouth of the vessels may become 
slighter cases of passive menorrbagy, that | closed up; such cases also are a to 
much benefit is to be expected from tonic | the topical use of cold to be applied to the 
medicines ; bark, bitters, iron, or the like ;| loins or front of the abdomen, according to 
but in such cases they are not to be neg-|the rules and cautions laid down for the 
lected. If the ings from the womb/| management of this remedy in miscarriage, 
are obstinate, tead may be thought of, a/ There is yet another 1émedy, (first recom- 
aay whieh, according to Haighton and| mended tome by Dr. Haighton,) and which 
Ruyseh, is by no means despicable; four! I have found of great value in the worst cases 
of the super-acetate may be given in| of passive menorrhagy, and that is the in- 
the course of twenty-four hours. In some | jection of astringents, not into the vagina, 
cases larger quantities may be administered, | but into the uterus itself; and this has been 
and sometimes not so much; but the dose | known to succeed in cases apparently des. 
here mentioned, though powerful, may be | perate, where the bleedings have been going 


deemed a sort of average. With every grain |on till the patient has been reduced to the 
of lead administer a quarter of a grain of | extremest degree of weakness. 
opium, forming the whole into a pill; or, if; In order to give this remedy a fair trial, 


you please, you may dissolve the lead in| you ought to inject the solution yourself ; 
the acetic acid and distilled water, adding a| you cannot trust it to nurses, and a syringe, 
little tincture of opium, so as to form the) or elastic bottle, with a long neck, similar 
whole into draughts. Lead, however, re-|to that here exhibited, should be used for 
member, is a dangerous remedy, if used im-| the purpose. Simple cold water may first 
prudently ; unless there is clear occasion for! be tried, and if this fail half a drachm of 
at, you will do well not to administer it at) alum may be dissolved in half a pint of 
all; and when you do administer it in the) water, and used for the purpose ; weaker 
larger doses now proposed, recollect that | solutions must be employed at first, for you 
certain cautions are necessary. If the me-| must not use for the inner membrane of the 
norrhagy is checked, if the bowels are| womb solutions of the same strength that 
affected with colic, if you have given alto-| you would employ for the inner membrane 
gether a certain measure of the lead, say a/ of the vagina, unless by advancing gradually 
total of two or three scruples, it is better to| from the weaker solutions to the stronger, 
lay the remedy aside. 1 suppose you have|as the parts may bear. ‘Twice in the day 
not yet forgotten the important cautions, the injection may be used ; one small gusb, 
relating to this remedy, given at large, when of about two tea-spoonfuls, may be thrown 
we were considering together the manage- | up, then a second, then a third, then a fourth, 
ment of those cases in which there is preg- in succession, and so on till you have the- 
nancy, in conjunction with the eruptions of roughly wet the uterus, care being taken 
blood from the womb. / that you do not inject too forcibly, as this 

There is a third remedy not without its may tend to irritate the vessels and increase 
value in the management of these cases of the disease, Underthe use of the alum you 
passive menorrhagy—I mean, the adminis- will find, perhaps, that in the course of 
tration of the smaller doses of mercury be-|two or three days, a quantity of clotted 
fore mentioned, to be tried where other re-| blood will come away, with pains, some- 
medies fail. 1 incline to think the mereury thing like the pains of parturition, ond 
may have a very beneficial effect ; certain | which may alarm the patient; this is no- 
am, that more than once where | have used thing but the blood coagulated by the alum, 
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and be regarded as rather favourable 
than , as it shows that the injec- 
tion has been truly thrown into the womb, 
and that the uterus is contracting. Of the 
5 doy this remedy we cannot be judges 
till it been tried for some two or three 
weeks, and after this —_— ave -< that 
you are gaining grouod on complaint, 
you ought not to be dissatisfied. In : ive 
. do not forget to nourish the 
hether cases ever occur in which 
ion of transfusion is really neces- 
sary | know not, but the affirmative seems 
probable. One case I know of, in which, 
under this disease, the woman was sunk so 
low, that a further gush from the uterus 
destroyed her, and this, too, although on in- 
spection there were no discoverable traces 
of ic disease, so that there seemed to 


be little doubt that transfusion might have 
been used with the best effect; but the 
remedy was not at the time well understood. 
On one occasion only have I myself had an 


opportunity of examining the uterus after 
death, — the patient died of menor- 
rhagy; in this case I found the uterine 
cavity larger than it ought to be; I found, 
moreover, that the whole uterus was some- 
what bigger than ordinary, as if there had 
been a great determination of blood upon 
it; and the inner membrane, which was 
more vascular than usual, and somewhat pul- 
Py,» @ppeared clearly to be unaffected, with 
any marked organie disease, excepting the 
dilatation of the capillaries. 1 may observe 
here, that h I have once only in- 
spected the womb after death in these cases, 
I have repeatedly and carefully examined 
it during life, sometimes I have found 
it of the ordinary size, and more frequently 
soft, more or less open, and two or three 
times larger than in its healthy state. These 
enlargements are frequently connected with 
preceding miscarriage. 

In both forms of menorrhagy, whether 
the active or the passive, beware of an over 
activity im your practice. Most cases would, 
1 be found to cease, sooner or later, 
say at the end of two, four, or six months, 
even if left to themselves ; and as there is 
@ reasonable hope of a aneous cure, 
though slow, there is the less necessity for 
having recourse to violent remedies. In 
medicine it is good to know when you ought 
to be active, and it is better still to know 
when you ought to be quiet. 

In treating both forms of menorrhagy, to 
make a correct diagnosis is of the utmost 
importance, for bleedings from the uterus 
may arise, not from mere functional affec- 
tion, but from organic change, pregnancy, 
hydatid, scirrhus, cancer, polypus, or mole. 
In dubious cases, it is by examination only, 
and by an examination deliberately, exten- 
sively, and adroitly made by those who, from 
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much experience, possess this small yet 
very useful obstetric accomplishment, that 
the point can be brought to a decision.— 
Independently, however, of these nicer in- 
vestigations the diagnosis may often be 
effected, provided attention be not wanting. 
Thus, in most instances, pregnancy may be 
known by the usual signs—by examination 
made with ordinary care, and by the age of 
the disease as compared with the bulk of 
the uterus. Hydatids, not easily detected 
at first, may, sooner or later, be recogni 

by the signs of pregnancy, by sudden en- 
largement of the uterus, by occasional gushes 
of water, by the escape now and then of a 
delicate membranous cyst, consisting of a 
ruptured and detached hydatid. 

Cancer of the uterus and scirrhosity, 
whether tubercular or diffused, is best de- 
tected by careful examination ; nor is there, 
so far as I know, any other certain method 
by which it may be discovered in the more 
obscure cases. The mode of making these 
examinations was largely explained when L 
treated of the distinctions in this important 
disease. 

Polypus of small size, within the cavity 
of the uterus, and not to be detected by the 
touch, may produce much pain and flood- 
ing; but, happily, these cases of difficult 
distinction are so rare and anomalous, that, 
in ordinary diagnosis, unless special con- 
siderations lead to a suspicion of them, they 
may be thrown out of the account. Ordi- 
nary polypi, growing from the mouth, neck 
of the uterus, or the vagina, may be dis- 
covered at the first touch ; so also when 
they are in the uterus, provided the mouth 
is beginning to open. Rings of concreted 
blood, annular coagula as they may be call- 
ed, sometimes formed by consolidation round 
the body of the polypus, may now and then 
demonstrate its existence. 

Moles, when small and in a close-shut 
uterus, may not be discoverable ; the dis- 
sease, however, is itself not common, and, 
when existing, may sooner or later be de- 
tected by uterine pains, by some protrusion 
at the mouth of the womb, and by an ob- 
vious enlargement of the bulk of the uterus. 
Of course we must always distinguish care- 
fully between the active menorrhagia and 
the passive, and this distinction will, [ con- 
ceive, be easily made by means of the diag- 
nostic characters which have already been 
given of the two diseases, 

Cases may now and then occur in which 
the diagnosis really cannot be made with 
certainty ; in these cases it is best to treat 
the patient on the general antibaemorrhagic 
principles laid down for the management of 
uterine bleedings in the lectures on flood- 
ing, abstaining from all the more decided 
measures, until, in the progress of the case, 
we perceive that more light has been ad- 
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mitted, and that its nature may now be 
more clearly discovered, At this time it 
may become proper to investigate again. 
One or two months may make great changes 
in the diagnostics. 

There is an opinion abroad, that ergot has 
much power in checking uterine bleeding ; 
it deserves a trial in the passive bleedings 
especially. Copaiva, oil of turpentine, and 
occasional gentle emetics, are supposed to 
be antimenorrhagic in these cases ; they may 
be tried in their turns. For further hints 
relating to the management of the uterine 


bleedings, I must refer you to the method | 


of treatment laid down for the flooding cases. 
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Tuene are few in the profession to whom 
the name of the learned subject of the pre- 
sent sketch, is not familiar, through one of 
the most popular volumes in medical litera- 
ture, the Edinburgh New Dispensatory. As 
the author of one of those elementary works, 
through which most of us have been initiated 
in the mysteries of our art, he has excited a 
desire to be more minutely acquainted with 
his character, a desire as widely diffused 
as the profession is extended. We presume 
an apology, therefore, to be unnecessary, 
in attempting to gratify so general a curi- 
osity, by superseding conjecture with a 
more substantive representation of an iudi- 
vidual, with whose name our earliest remi- 
niscences of ‘‘ simplesand compounds” are 
entwined, and who has been so long before 
the public in the arduous capacities of a 
multifarious writer and lecturer, on most 
branches of medical science. High, how- 
ever, as Dr. Duncan undoubtedly stands as 
an author and critic, he appears to us to oc- 
cupy a still more exalted situation as a 
functionary of ‘ all work,” in the principal 
medical university of Great Britain. His 
colleagues and electors have, we conceive, 
but fairly estimated the extent and variety of 
his attainments, in conferring on him so 
liberal a share of the official dignity of the 
institution over which they preside. The 
duties of professor of pharmacy, of clinical 
lecturer in the Royal Infirmary, of secretary 
to the Academic Senate, and of librarian to 
the University, could not be imposed on one 
better qualified by scientific qualification, 
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practical knowledge of disease, pots 
erudition, and college diplomacy, their 
efficient performance. They have found in 
him, in short, an agent w a titude for 
every office in a medical school, is only 
equalled by the ability which he possesses 
for their discharge. Among the other ho- 
nourable and laborious tasks im on him, 
that of opening the medical department of 
the University of Edinburgh has been in- 
cluded ; a task which, from a variety of cir- 
cumstances, involves in its adequate fulfil- 
meut, much difficulty and responsibility ; 
the establishment of which he thus stands 
‘forward as the representative, demands of 
him a display of talent and various acquire- 
ment commensurate with its celebrity. 
Monro, Cullen, Black, Gregory, and many 
other illustrious names, who were in life its 
ornament, and in death its glory, are still 
present in their fame on those occasions, 
holding forth the lofty standard of their 
genius, by which to measure the intellect 
and exertion of theirsuccessors. Exclusive 
of the expectations of excellence naturally 
excited in the minds of his auditory, by 
associations connected with so celebrated a 
school, the first movement of an engine ex- 
ercising so extensive an influence on the 
physical and intellectual condition of so 
great a portion of the society of these coun- 
tries, is in itself an event of deep and in- 
trinsic interest, and susceptible of the high- 
est degree of ee See 
Few objects, indeed, are better calculated to 
impress the philosophic spectator with lofty 
emotions, than the spectacle of one of those 
annual convocations of youth from all parts 
of the world, assembled together, as if to 
receive the chart of their future voyage 
through the boundless field of science, and 
the difficulties of professional life, from the 
hands of an able and experienced pilot, The 
glittering armoury in which brute force 
arraysitself; the congregated representatives 
of an empire engaged in debate; and the 
still more imposing pageant of a national 
church overawing earth with the thunder of 


heaven, may each inspire its appropriate 
feelings: but to the investigator of first 
causes, the crucible and the lamp, those 





| simple insignia of ever-during and advancing 

science, surrounded by its peaceful votaries, 
bring ideas of a more exalted nature, and 
perceptions of more lasting and extensive 
moral power, than all the united emblems 
of civil, military, and ecclesiastical sway. 
Nor is that department of this great engine, 
medicine, the least calculated to awaken our 
admiration. Whether we considerthe im- 
mediate objects of its cultivation, or the 
moral revolutions which the talents and 
learning of its professors have from time to 
time accomplished, we are equally struck 

with the beneficence of its operation on 
i 
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society. No pen, however expert at calcu- | 
lation, or heart, however susceptible of phi- | 
lan feeling, could estimate or con- | 
ceive wantity of physical evil from 
= it relieves man ; while its members, | 
tes to Locke, have ever been 
pete. in the ranks of those by whom the | 
bulwarks of error have been broken down, | 
and the happiness of mankind promoted. | 
With the extent of these difficulties, and 
with those feelings from which excellence 
is sure to emanate, Dr. Duncan seems tho- 
rey a4 impressed. Born, we may say, in 
the lap of science, and brought up under 
her especial care—her halls his play- 
ground, and her apparatus his toys—he pos- 
sesses, by birth and by pursuit, those sympa- 
thies and attributes, which peculiarly qualify 
him for the discharge of this important un- 
ing. 

The > on which these qualities 
ate annually manifested by Dr. Duncan, and 
which furnishes us with an opportunity of 
noticing them in detail, is marked by a sort 
of dreary, though imposing solemnity. One 
by one, a semi-somunolent multitude of stu- 
dents deploy into the theatre, through the 
sunless haze of an Edinburgh morning at 
eight o’clock in November, until the lecture 
room of pharmacy is filled to overflowing. 
So serious, and muffled up, looks this vast 
confraternity of the studious under the gray 
twilight of gas and the morning mist, that, 
if locality and chronology did not repress 
pres of the imagination, one might 

himself thrown back into the youth- 
oo of time, and the philosophic scenery 
of Perth, among a congregation of Druids, 
habited in their lengthy robes, and securing 
instructions from some Celtic bard. Soon, 
however, the tings and recognitions of 
former friendships, which alone enliven this 
sombre spectacle, are interrupted by the 
tolling of the College bell, which, as if it 
had acquired a more authoritative tone dur- 
ing the vacation, at once fixes every feature 
of the multitude in an expression prophetic 
of the severe duties to which it is daily to 
summon them for the next sixmonths. The 
tustling of a professor’s gown is not an inap- 
propriate accompaniment to the imperious 
tones of an academic bell, and the one has 
scarcely died away, when the other is heard 
sweeping along a passage which leads from 
the laboratory to the lecture room, and Dr. 
Duncan is already seen adjusting his spec- 
tacles, arranging his copious manuscripts, 
and by a series of trials turning, as it were, 
the gas lights on either side of his reading- 
desk into harmony with the pitch of his 
sight. We have seen few lecturers whose 
manner derives less assistance frum’ potent] th 
s, than that of Dr, Duneaa ; 
whose, are less indebted for effect! 
40, the. artiices, Of delivery. Study, | 
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mitting thought, has fixed its deepest and 
darkest traces on a countenance divested of 
almost the very semblance of vitality. Every 
sense, feature, and motion, attests the in- 
roads which a life of excessive intellectual 
| exertion has made on a constitution, appa- 
rently never robust, as if his physical or- 
ganisation were unequal to support the con- 
stant exercise of the mind. Both, indeed, 

appear to have been unable to bear the task 
imposed on them, his thirst for knowledge, 
as with many other martyrs of science, hav- 
ing far exceeded his powers for its gratifica- 
tion. To be master of all the sciences in- 
cluded under the one generic title of medi- 
cine, to which he seems to have had the 
ambition to aspire, is more than ever was, 
or probably will be, accomplished by one 
man ; or, if the attempt could succeed, the 
walking encyclopedia, arising out of the 
experiment, must be content with the worst 
ofall sacrifices, the loss of health during life. 
The sunken eye, hollow cheek, and enfee- 
bled frame, but prove too well that the en- 
terprise has cost him the usual penalties of 
excessive application. But as he proceeds 
in his a these physical imperfec- 
tions of appearance and menner are soon 
forgotten, the splendour of an intellect still 
vigorously playing round the sere, blighted 
wreck it has made, concealing its defects 
like the coruscations of the volcano, irradi- 
ating the deformity of the crater they have 
consumed. 

Dr. Duncan’s subject—medical educa- 
tion, is happily chosen for the occasion. 
There is no topic in which the student is so 
likely to be interested, as in the account of 
a profession which he has adopted, the man- 
ner in which it is to be acquired, and the 
prospects which it unfolds. The details 
of this interesting theme are diffused over 
two or three lectures by Dr. Duncan, in a 
manner which leaves nothing to be desired 
by the inquirer after information of this 
kind, or by the admirer of the beauties of a 
chaste, correct, and eloquent composition, 
A personal or authentic knowledge of every 
system of medical education pursued in 
Europe, has furaished him with the facts for 
an able defence of the curriculum of his 
native university ; and considering the cir- 
cumstances in which he is placed, his views 
on these points are entitled to much respect 
for their liberality, With the exception of 
that indispensable item in the creed of mo- 
nopolists—the ticket system, bis opinions 
might pass muster with the most severe 
disciple of the radical school. The conees- 
sion of that error, however, could né more 
m4 expected from the professor of an univer- 

rd college, than A sermon agtinst tithes 
d placate a’ parson.’ It ‘woutd ‘be 
inipoile: in thebe meagre outhnes of clit. 
facter, to enter into at Loorerysn gl vf the 
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nature and expediency of the ve of edu- | macy, the course was little better than & 
cation recommended by Dr. Duncan ; but| peg on which to hang a series of reflections 
we cannot, while on the subject of liberality | on the practice and institutes of medicine. 
of opinion, omit his ideas on a point, the | From this abuse he has completely relieved 
ublication of lectures, which has been the it, by rendering the therapeutical applica- 
innocent cause of so much inkshed, among tion of drugs secondary to a thorough in- 
the profession. At the time when this ques- | vestigation of their properties, as furnished 
tion was at its very acme of agitation inChan- | by nature and prepared by art. The refor- 
cery, and in Lincoln's Inn, we heard him re- mation which he ae made in this depart- 
mark in one of his introductory essays, that/ ment of the curriculum of the Edinburgh 
lectures onght not only to be published from | school, is the more commendable at a time 
pupils’ notes, but that in order to secure when pharmacy was fast falling into neg- 
accuracy, it would be justifiable to print |lect—we might say, into actual contempt— 
them from the notes of different individuals. | in these countries, notwithstanding the laws, 
At the conclusion of his lectures on me- | regulations, apprenticeships, hall-examina- 
dical education, Dr. Duncan proceeds to tions, and the Lord knows what besides, 
deliver a series of lectures, preliminary to instituted for its cultivation. Out of 
the course on pharmacy and dietetics, and this low, selfish, and ridiculous code of 
which, in our judgment, have never been | laws, a mere mercenary spirit was generat- 
in Great Britain. The history, | ed, and while labels, sign-boards, puffs, and 
literature, and study of these branches of | advertisements were flourishing, the science 
medical science, are illustrated by all those | itself was dying a natural death in the hands 
resources which an acquaintance with most of its nominal professors. Whether taking 
works in foreign languages on the subject, | their tone from the eo state of the 
together with an exquisite taste for selec-| science in the hands of the ignorant apo- 
tion, arrangement, and exposition, can sup-|thecary, or from the imperfection of their 
ply. The introductory discourses to phar- | own chusten, the surgeons and physicians 
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macy, indeed, in which a physiological 
sketch of man is drawn for the purpose of 
ing therapeutical science on a rational 
is, appears to us to be one of the ablest 
specimens of critical condensation we have 
ever heard from a professor's chair. Dr. 


| participated in the guilt of its degradation. 
| Nothing, in fact, was more common, than to 
jhear both the old and young, among these 
practitioners, not only confess, but even 
make it a matter of boast, with how few of 
the articles of the materia medica they were 





Duncan, of course, takes his own work as in the habit of despatching their patients, 
the text-book of his subsequent lectures, | Prescribing on this simple principle was, 
but it would be impossible, from the perusal | no doubt, better adapted to their ignorance 
of that volume, to form any conception of| and the vis inertia of indolence by which 
the value of the discourses of its author. | they were actuated, than to their profound 
During their delivery, the attention of his| knowledge of the properties of medicinal 
audience is constantly kept awake by the|agents, or their operation on the human 


treasures of a rich pharmaceutical museum, 
containing imens, drawings, and pre- 
parations, every article of the materia 
medica; a detail of the results of his own 
experimental inquiries, and the production, 

i ly, of his correspondence with men 
engaged in similar pursuits in all parts of 
the world. The situation which he holds, 
and his established celebrity as a pharma- 
cologist, afford him great advantages in this 
respect, his pupils, and scientific connex- 
ions, scattered over every part of the globe, 
making him the depository of their collec- 
tions and discoveries, in this department of 
science. Hence his authentic information, 
on every subject of this kind, communi- 
cates to his discourses, a freshness and ori- 
#innlity ,.a8, agreeable as if nature had open- 
ed. her bureau, and become the expositor of 
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jmachine. It is rather surprising, indeed, 


that a science which confers so many ad- 
vantages on society, and communicates so 
much pleasure in its cultivation, should ever 
have fallen into disrepute ; for what science 
brings its votaries acquainted with so many 
useful and interesting facts? Natural history 
in all its branches; chemistry in its most 
important applications ; medical geography, 
embracing the peculiarities and products of 
every clime and soil: these are the seduc- 
tive pursuits which the science of pharmacy 
opens to those who devote their time to its 
cultivation in a proper manner, and which 
the able lectures of Dr. Duncan are so ad- 
mirably adapted to advance. 

The delusion, that men occupied in deep 
and speculative investigations, are seldom 
good practical physicians, has seldom been 
better refuted than in the person of Dr, 


Duncan. | ;, indeed, if not the majorit 
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tertain, no doubt, a contrary opinion, and in a proper manner, attend Dr. Duncan, 
he is with them, consequently, not the and he cannot fail of profiting by instruc- 
favourite clinical lecturer and physician. tions which are worthy of, and should be 


His practice is certainly pn es en only by, an audience of philoso- 
phers. 
| Scotus. 


that of his coadjutors in the 

by some peculiarities, but they arise out of 

his pursuits, and are directed by the sound- 

est j t. It is but natural, indeed, | 

that the practice of a physician who has de- 

voted so much of his time to the investiga- 

— of ay medicinal properties of drugs, |THE SECALE CORNUTUM IN MENORRUAGIA 

whose duty it is to do so, should take an RUBRA, 

experimental turn. Dr. Duncan therefore, | P ’ 

omuls no opportunity of testing the proper: (Mrs. C.’s Case, continued from page 58.) 

ties of new medicines in the cure of dis-| sani ’ 

ease, and of trying the ald in cases in which | By R. Lawyow, Jun. Esq. M.R.C.S. 

they had not been hitherto employed. | Sivce the details of this case were publish- 

—_ ~* ~~~ practice 1s con-|ed,* the discharge has been capricious, re- 

wi ety to the patient, we con- curring at irregular iods and in uncer- 

ceive, that instead of being discreditable to tain queetttien, but mn to excess. Up 

ag greg at ol lus wey » P soneen Fa oa the morning of the - of May, _ 
is, for example, a class of diseases for ever, it was contin q t not pro! » 

which we have no specifics, and another for for which two mel the infusion were 

which it is a matter of perfect indifference taken, At night, the discharge had been 

what medicines are prescribed, for they | arrested, notwithstanding Mrs. C. had not 





usually terminate favourably under the most 
opposite plans of treatment. Such cases, 
we conceive, are fair subjects for experi- 
ment; for while the lot of the patient re- 
mains the same, some discovery may be 
made, DJ deviating from the ordinary me- 
thods of treating his disease. There is no 
cant, indeed, more disgusting, even in medi- 
cal cant, than that of your ‘ practical 
man’s” ition to this principle of prac- 
tice, by Ls most discoveries have been 
made, The animal usually denominated a 
** man of practice” is, in nine cases out of 
ten, an “ ious ass.” Having so often 
failed on the old road, he cannot conceive 
that others should succeed by pursuing a 
different course, If his patients die, he 
cannot help it; he treated them according 
to Cooper and Thomas, and that was quite 
enough ; the good man’s conscience is safe, 
and he is content with his fee. He is, in 
short, a sceptic in the power of medicines, 
not because he has arrived at this conclu- 
sion through an experimental investigation 
of their properties, but because infidelity in 
their merits consorts better with his igno- 
rance and love of ease. Let not, therefore, 
the ‘man of practice,” who has no other 
object in view, beyond registering in his 
memory a few hacknied prescriptions for 
every day use, follow Dr. Dunean through 
the clinical wards, for his time will be lost ; 
nor the pupil who has no other design than 
that ef making the lecture a sort of me- 
chanical contrivance for fixing in his mind 
the contents of Thomson’s Conspectus for a 
paltry examination, enter the theatre of 
‘pharmacy ; but let the student who desires 
to see practice conducted on scientific prin- 


ciples, and the subject of pharmacy taught 





maintained the horizontal position. Two 
ounces of the infusion to repeated at 
bed-time. 19th. a.m. The discharge has 
re-appeared, is of a florid colour, not dis- 
posed to coagulate. Two ounces of the in- 
fusion to be taken every four hours. p.m. 
Better; the discharge has been 
20th. a.m. Slept welllast night. The com- 
plaint again returned to a slight degree, 
merely tinging the urine. Pergat. The 
bowels are kept in a proper state by the 
occasional use of a laxative pill. Appetite 
and spirits good. p.m. Spirits depressed, 
and the complaint much aggravated. Anti- 
phlogistic regimen strictly enjoined, and 
horizontal confinement. Pergat. 2ist. Or- 
dered an infusion of ergot in the proportion 
of 5ij. to §viij. of boiling water; a quarter 
part to be taken every four hours. Pulse 
80, and depressed. Thermometer in th 
shade, at noon, 70°. Hips, thighs, an 
abdomen to be sponged frequently with 
cold water. ¢v2¢nd. Has taken two doses of 
the strong infusion, and is ee 
better, ‘I'wo ounces to be taken every 
hours. 24th. A coagulum, as large as 
walnut, was discharged with the urine. The 
first disposition towards sanguineous ¢otf- 
centration was observed yesterday. 235th. 
lhis morning, for the first time since the 
accession, there has been no discharge; ‘ior 
during the night. ‘Two ounces of thé*in- 
fusion, morning and evening. Pulse''8d, 
and more expanded. Thermometer’62?, 
Disease suspended. _— 
There are two practical considerations'th 
ducible from the foregoing relation 5° fitst, 
that the secale cornutum obeys the gen 
uw 
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therapeutical law; that when medicines 
have been continued in the same quantities 
for some considerable time, they gradually 
become inert, therefore their doses require 
to be augmented, I believe that may be said 
of the ergot which cannot be advanced in 
favour of any other agent, viz., that it has 
a specific insular power referrible to the 
uterus alone, and that it does not usually 
prove injurious or salutary to any other 
organ. Mr. Michell informs us, that he 
swallowed eighteen drachms, in fourteen 
days, without inconvenience; it is, how- 
ever, sometimes attended with nausea and 
laxity of the bowels, but does not commonly 
generate disease. Where it induces sick- 
ness, it may fairly be attributed to idiosyn- 
crasy, and I think we may as fairly con- 
clude, that the parturient state is inimical 
to nausea or rejection from its use, for my 
notes do not furnish me with one instance 
of the kind. The second deduction is, | 
conceive, equally important, that the spong- 
ing the hips and — with cold water, 
had nothing to do wi successful issue. 
If the reader will be kind enough to refer 
to the previous history of the case, he will 
find that the frequent injection of cold 
water by the rectum, when the weather 
was exceedingly inclement, had no effect 
whatever; it is not, therefore, reasonable 
to suppose, that merely sponging with water, 
just drawn from the well, whilst the ther- 
mometer ranged from €0 to 70 degrees, 
could be of benefit under equally inauspi- 
cious circumstances, There is an observa- 
tion, frequently reiterated by Mrs, C., which 
it is important to notice in this place, that 
if, during the exhibition of the secale cor- 
nutum, the discharge is suddenly arrested, 
the ergot, if continued, will renew and in- 
\variably augment it ; butif, on the contrary, 
the hemorrhage gradually recedes, it will 
be judicious, and of the utmost consequence, 
4o continue the infusion, to prevent a re- 


dJapse. 

{; Mirs. C, has again had a return, but the 
ergot has again been successful. To pre- 
vent @ recucrence, my patient uses daily 
the hip bath, with cold spring water, and 





der spirits and muscular power are daily | 
improving. As I may not agaiu have occa- | 
mov to obtrude myself on the pages of Tne 
kuancet, on this subject, | may, perhaps, | 
»@ allowed to make a few observations on | 
the poisonous principle of the spurred rye. | 
dam, with Mr. Michell, “ at a loss to ima- 
gine,why it should be ranked among the 
poisons, It is said to be a slow poison, pro- 
ducing gangrene by its continued use; but 
isnos.this the case with all vegetated grain ? 
By: keeping up a constant action of the | 
(bowels, would not malt and its produce, | 
wort. apd yeast, produce the same disease? 
It is well known that yeast, Xc., if given in| 


, 


the early stages of us, Will produce a 
good effect, by the excitement of the intes- 
tinal canal, but if continued, the very same 
excitement will cause typhus to run the 
sooner into gangrene, which it is always so 
rone to, Until, then, wort, malt, and yeast 
placed among the poisons, I see no rea- 
son why the ergot should be so ranked.” 
My friend Mr. Jewel, of Tregony, in this 
county, put into my hands, some time since, 
the inaugural dissertation of our joint friend, 
Dr. Philp,* in which it is demonstrated, 
that considerable quantities may be swal- 
lowed without prejudice to the constitution. 
As far as my recollection serves me, the 
general consequences of his experiments 
were temporary deran; t of the sto- 
mach, irritation and relaxation of the intes- 
tines; the patients returning to a state of 
health in a few hours, as if nothing had 
occurred. But, probably, I may be told, 
that it only generates disease, or becomes 
actually poisonous from ted use. The 
lady, whose case heads this article, took a 
large quantity in a few months, without 
being poisoned! Indeed, on strict inquiry, 
I am informed, that the only inconvenience 
she felt from its use was occasional nausea, 
and she is now gaining strength rapidly, 
without the intervention of those pernicious 
consequences attributed to it by high au- 
thority. Dr. Mason Good, in his admira- 
ble work on medicine, treats so unfavourably 
of its use in different quantities, that no man 
of prudence, relying on his description, 
would venture to give it even a trial.— 
** When taken in such a quantity,” says the 
doctor, ‘* as to be poisonous, it first ex- 
cites a sense of tingling or formication, and 
fiery heat in the extremities, where the ac- 
tion of the system is weakest; to this suc- 
ceed cardialgia, and griping pains in the 
bowels, and then vertigo, an alternation 
of clonic and entonic spasms in different 
parts of the body, and mania or loss of in- 
tellect. If the quantity be something 
smaller than this, it excites that pestilential 
fever which the French denominate mal des 
ardens, and in the present work is described 
under the name of pestis erythematica ; 
(Vol. iii. Cl. 3. Ord, 3, Gen. 4. Spec. 1.) 
while in a quantity still smaller, and long con- 
tinued, it seems to spend itself almost en- 
tirely on the extremities, as being the weak- 
est part of the body, and to produce that spe- 
cies of gangreaa which is here denominated 
ustilaginea, or mildew mortification.” (Vol. 
iii. Cl, 3. Ord, 4. Gen. 12. Spec. 2.)¢ The 
author, however, in another part of his 
work, after enlarging on the pernicious idio- 
syncrasies of certain species of fish and 
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mushrooms, which by many individuals are 
harmlessly used, adds a notes on the 
secale cornutum and the rute graveolus, 
and in conclusion says, ‘‘ But 1 have never 
seen any such mischievous consequences, 
and have reason to think that they have 
been much overrated.””* In the year 1709, 
one-fourth part of all the rye raised in the 
province of Salonia, in France, was . 
and the surgeon to the ital of Orleans 
had no less than five hun patients under 
his care that were disordered by eating it. 
They were called ergots, from ergot, the 
French name for horned rye, and consisted 
chiefly of men and boys, the number of 
women and girls Ss small.+ . This 
secual idiosyncrasy, if may so call it, has 
not, I believe, been noti by recent au- 
thors, and may, therefore, serve to show 
why it has been given very freely in this 
country without producing those direful 
consequences which have been commonly 
ascribed to it, viz., because females have 
been, for the most part, subjected to 
its influence ; whereas males—those of the 
human species, who are more particularly 
prone to mal des ardens and ustilaginea 
from its adoption—have seldom, but for the 
sake of experiment, had recourse to it. Ac- 
cording to the present state of our know- 
ledge, it will rank, in the materia medica, 
as the only agent of benefit to the female 
alone ; and in the male, more especially, as 
disposed to induce diseases of a decidedly 
ignant character. 
Lostwithiel, July 15, 1829. 





EXTRACTION OF CATARACT, 


Pror. F. Jazrcer, of Vienna, who has 
already distinguished himself by many im- 
provements in ophthalmic surgery, has lately 
invented a new instrument, which appears 
to be well calculated to steady the eye dur- 
ing the operation for cataract ; it is called by 
him double knife, and consists of the follow- 
ing pieces :— 

1. Beer's knife, 134 lines in length, and 
4} lines in its greatest breadth, with a flat 
handle of 3§ inches in length. In the han- 
dle there is a groove, two inches in length, 
closed above and below, the open portion 
being 10§ lines in length. 

2. Another knife, of exactly the same form 





* Study of Medicine, vol. i. page 221. 
+ Edin, Med, and Surg. Dict, vol, ii. 
art. “ Secale,” 





and breadth, but only 12} lines in length, 
closely applied to the first, and with a small 
cy inds ical handle adapted to the above- 
mentioned groove, in which it is moved by 
means of a small knob projecting at the side. 

In those cases of exttaction where the 
globe is steady, the instrument is used as a 
single knife; but where the eye is forcibly 
turned inwards and upwards, and the opera- 
tor, after having penetrated into the anterior 
chamber, cannot proceed without danger of 
wounding the upper eyelid and the sur- 
rounding , the operation is termjnated 
by fixing the handle, so as to place the cor- 
nea in its usual position, and by sliding the 
smaller blade forwards upon the larger. 

A peculiarity in the instrument is, that 
in some respects the operation is easier when 
made with the left, than with the right 
hand, because the knob is with less diffi- 
culty pushed on with the middle finger than 
with the thumb ; this slight difficulty may, 
however, be obviated, by having an instru- 
ment made for each hand.—./Journ. fiir Chir. 
und Augenheilk, Ba, ix., Hit. 4. 





OUTLINE OF A PLAN, BY MR. DERMOTT, 
FOR PROCURING SUBJECTS FOR DISSEC- 
TION. 


Tue great object of attainment in any plan 
for procuring anatomical subjects is, to do 
away with the abhorrence incident to the 
subject, and this will be best accomplished 
by making the disposal of the human body 
a voluntary act. The prejudice does not 
exist in the higher classes of society, nor 
amongst professional men. 1 therefore pro- 


That a capital be raised, the interest of 
which shall be appropriated as a fund for 
the purchase of subjects ; first, by an appli- 
cation to government for a donation; 
secondly, by a sum appropriated from the 
funds of the College of Surgeons in London ; 
thirdly, by voluntary coutributions from the 
nobility and gentry. 

That a committee or trustees, for manag- 
ing the fund, be appointed by government, 
consisting of opulent and respectable men, 
not more than one-third of whom shall be 
ot the medical profession. 

That the committee shall be authorised 
to pay to such person or persons as are will- 
ing to contract for the sale of their bodies for 
dissection, a sum not exceeding (say) seven 
pounds. 

That the name of the party making the 
contract shall be duly registered, together 
with his or her age, station, place ot resi- 
dence, &c., in a book kept under the direc- 
tion of the committee. 
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That the party so ing of his or her 
body, or his or her friends, shall possess the 
privilege of redeeming the said body, by re- 
paying the sum advanced, with legal inte- 
rest, at any time prior to the death of the 
party. 

That every practitioner or proprietor of a 
medical school, have a subject transmitted 
to him to any part of the oor ~ 
cation to the committee, at such a 
price as the committee may deem proper. 

That the price so paid to the committee 
for such a body, be added to the general 
income. 


That the deaths in all parishes shall be 
registered by proper authorities in that 

ish; and that the names of all ies 
dying, whose bodies are claimable for dis- 
section, within six hours after the death of 
each individual, be sent to the committee 
in London, proper knowledge being obtained 
that the death of such party was not of an 
irregular nature. The funeral service to be 
read over each body, under the superin- 
tendence of the parish authorities, previous 
to the transmission of the body to the com- 
mittee. 


I am persuaded that the project which I 
now propose would furnish an ample supply 
of bodies, which would be well known to 
have died by natural means, that it would 
do away with the temptation to murder for 
the corpse, (by the regular registry of every 
death in every parish,) and prevent the vio- 
lation of the tomb. 

I know many medical men who are will- 
ing to give their bodies over for dissection, 
to promote the interest of science ; I, for 
one, would be willing to set the example, 

With this conviction, I suggest that the 
profession, en masse, (for the purpose o' 
giving a primary impulse to the 
plan,) voluntarily make over their bodies for 
dissection to the committee, upon the con- 
dition that they are reclaimable, by paying 
to the funds of the committee the standard 
value of a subject. 


Lastly, I propose that the whole of the 


-profession do take into immediate consider- 


ation the best means of obtaining a proper 
supply of subjects ; and that, after due no- 
tice, a public meeting be convened, a tem- 
porary committee be appointed by it, and 
the necessary measures had recourse to, for 
the purpose of duly deliberating upon, and 
representing to Parliament, as early as pos- 
sible during its next session, the best means 
of ensuring a proper supply. 





by the Medical and Chirurgical Society 
of London. Vol. XV. London, Long- 
mao, 1829. 8vo. pp. 264. 


Ws remember to have read of a Dutch- 
man, who, contending for the literary re- 
putation of one of his countrymen, trium- 
phantly exclaimed, by way of putting the 
question of pre-eminence beyond all dis- 
pute, that the author had written a book 
“ am large and as thick as a cheese.” In 
the estimation of Mynheer, Mr. Arnott 
would be regarded as the most meritorious 
of those who have contributed to form the 
present volume of the Medico-Chirurgical 
Transactions, nearly one half of the work 
being occupied by a dissertation from his 
pen, entitled,—4 Pathological Inquiry into 
the Secondary Effects of Inflammation of 
the Veins. 

The paper is divided into two parts; in 
the first the writer endeavours to ascertain 
the cause and nature of the severe consti- 
tutional affection attendant upon phlebitis ; 
in the second, he enters into an inquiry re- 
specting the origin of abscesses in remote 

After citing the opinions of Hunter and 
others, and detailing seventeen fatal cases 
of phlebitis collated from various sources, 
the author thus states hie own conclusions, 
as to the manner in which this disease in- 
fluences the constitution :— 

“ That death, in cases of phlebitis, does 


f|not take place from the inflammation ex- 


tending to the heart; whilst the history 
and character of the symptoms which pre- 
cede this event, the very small portion of 
infime, andthe general presence a pos 
> ce in 
its cavity, all tend to establish, that oa. 
trance of this fluid into the circulation is the 
principal cause of the alarming and fatal 
consequences of phlebitis, a similar influ- 
ence being perhaps also possessed by any 
inflammatory secretion from the vein.”—p.61, 
In pursuing the inquiry, as to the cause of 
purulent matter being sometimes deposited 
in parts of the body remote from one in a 
state of suppuration, Mr. Arnott, after ob- 
serving that the fact has long been well 
known, and quoting the various opinions of 
surgical writers, says— 
“ The only view of the subject supported 
either by evidence, or argument, is that 
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which considers the origin of abscesses and 
inflammations in remote situations after in- 
juries, as connected with the absorption into 
the circulation of purulent matter from a 
wound. That they do depend on the en- 
trance of such fluid into the blood, the conse- 
quences which have been observed to follow 
phlebitis simply, sufficiently testify, and it 
a question, whether the occurrence 
of phlebitis, and the passage of pus from an 
inflamed vein into the circulation, is not of 
itself sufficient to account for the secondary 
affections of wounds, without its being ne- 
—, to resort to an absorption of the 
same fluid from their suppurating surfaces. 
«« The secondary affections succeeding to 
wounds, are effusions of pus and sero-puru- 
lent fiuid into the cavity of the chest, and 
inflammation of the pleura; similar affec- 
tions of the cellular substance ; effusion of 
pus into, and inflammation of the synovial 
membranes ; depositions of pus and tuber- 
culous abscesses in different organs of the 
body, viz. in the brain, lungs, heart, liver, 
spleen, and kidney.” —p. 67. 


Now, as all these consequences have been 
observed to ensue from the puncture, divi- 
sion, and ligature of a vein, as shown by 
the numerous cases related, the author 
wishes to establish this inference—that 
where similar affections have succeeded to 
fmore extensive wounds, they may have 
originated from the same cause, namely, in- 
flammation of a vein or veins. On this 
point he remarks :— 


“If such view of the subject is correct, 
we ought, on the one hand, in cases where 
the consequences already mentioned have 
succeeded to wounds and injuries, whether 
of the extremities or head, to find evidences 
of inflammation of the veins of the part 
which had been primarily or mechanically 
injured, and, on the other, to meet with 
similar secondary affections in cases where 
inflammation of the veins is known to be of 
common occurrence, as after parturition.” — 
p. 69. 

Four instances are given of secondary 
affections of the viscera, after injuries of 
the extremities; and, in these cases, there 
were clear evidences of inflammation of the 
veins having existed, In thirty-three cases, 
however, which are related of abscesses and 
inflammations occurring in the thoracic or 
abdominal viscera, phlebitis was only ob- 
served in two subjects, with whom there 
were well-marked signs of inflammation 
having existed, in the superior longitudinal 
saws. The evidence, therefore, at this part 
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must be regarded as incomplete ; for the 
cases, with the exception of the two alluded 
to, prove no more than that depositions of 
pus and lymph do frequently take place 
after injuries of the head; and they by no 
means justify the inference, that the cause 
consists in the introduction of pus into the 
circulation from inflammation of the veins. 

With respect to phlebitis, after parturi- 
tion, Mr, Arnott remarks :— 

‘* Inflammation of the veins of the uterus 
may be regarded as by no means of unfre- 
quent occurrence; and although some of 
those who have treated of the subject have 
had chiefly in view the primary local affee- 
tion and morbid appearances, yet there is 
sufficient evidence to show that inflamma- 
tion and suppuration of these veins, also, 
are followed by various secondary affec- 
tions.” 

These secondary affections are, internal 
abscesses, a severe affection of the joints, 
and a destructive inflammation of the eye, 
That the first are dependent upon phlebitis, 
is attempted to be shown, by the relation of 
cases in which the uterine veins were found 
to be inflamed, and there were, at the same 
time, hepatic and pulmonary abscesses. The 
severe affection of the joints taking place in 
the puerperal state, is noticed on the autho- 
rity of Mr. Cheston, and confirmed by the 
experience of Dr. Merriman ; and Mr, Arnott 
endeavours to establish a connexion be- 
tween this complaint and inflammation of 
the veins, by referring to cases in which a 
similar kind of disease occurred from wounds 
of veins. 

The ophthalmic disease alluded to, which 
is well described by Dr. M. Hall and Mr. 
Higginbottom in the thirteenth volume of 
the Society’s Transactions, Mr. Arnott be- 
lieves, in like manner, to depend upon the 
existence of phlebitis; and he attempts to 
substantiate this opinion, by alluding to a 
case of excision of the vena saphena, in 
which destructive disease of the eye oc- 
curred, and also to a case where the jugular 
vein was wounded, and in which disorgani- 
sation of the eye ensued. 

Such are the principal facts and inferences 
contained in Mr, Arnott’s paper, which is 
made to spread over 130 pages ;—a few 
grains of corn, which we have selected from 
a bushel of chaff. We pass on to the 
consideration of the next paper, which is 
entitled, 











PATHOLOGY OF PHLEGMASIA DOLENS, 


A Contribution to the Pathology of Phleg- 
masia Dolens. By Dr. Kosert Ler, 
Physician-Accoucheur to the British 
Lying-in Hospital. 

The publication of the memoirs of Bouil- 
land,* Dr. D. Davis,+ and Velpeau,t first 
threw a light on the proximate cause of the 
disease called phlegmasia dolens. These 
authors showed, by numerous dissections, 
that the disease consisted in an inflamma- 
tion of the trunks and principal branches of 
the veins of the lower extremities, The ob- 
ject of Dr. Lee’s paper is further to sub- 
stantiate these views of the pathology of 
phlegmasia dolens, by giving an account of 
the morbid appearances observed in the 
iliac and femoral veins of a patient, who 
died twenty-one months subsequent to an 
attack of the disease in question, We shall 
extract the whole report. 


“ Case I.—Mrs. J-——, wtat. 31, was de- 
livered of her fifth child on the 10th of 
March, 1827, after a labour of twenty hours’ 
duration, during which she frequently com- 
plained of severe pain shooting into her left 
thigh and leg. This pain entirely subsided 
subsequently to the labour, and she appeared 
to recover in the most favourable manner 
until the 14th of March, the fourth day after 
her confinement, She then began to expe- 
rience a sense of pain in the left groin and 
calf of the leg, with numbness in the whole 
left inferior extremity ; but nothing unusual 
could be perceived in the appearance of the 
limb, except a slight tumefaction in the si- 
tuation of the inguinal glands, where pres- 
sure occasioned great uneasiness. She had 
occasional rigors; the tongue was furred, 
and there was much thirst. Bowels open ; 
pulse only 80. The flow of milk and lochia 
natural. 

“* March 16th, (the sixth day after parta- 
rition,) the pain of the left thigh and leg 
continued with increased severity, particu- 
larly from the groin to the knee, along the 
inner surface of the limb, where a swelling 
of a glistening white appearance was ob- 
served. The pulse was still eighty, and 
the general functions were but little de- 
ranged. 

“19th. The pain had diminished, but 
the swelling had greatly increased, and ex- 
tended to the leg and foot, which were both 
very tense, and did not pit on pressure. 





* Archives de Médecine, tome ii., p. 192, 
January, 1823. 
+ Medico-Chirarg. Trans., vol. xii., May, 


1825. 
¢ Archives de Médecine, tome vi., p. 221- 





There enne detentions! Gastie. The 
in of the limb was reliev: placing it 
~ state o moderate po ot Pear 

“* 2ist. The pain in the groin . 
and the swelling appeared to decrease. 

** 24th, The pain of the limb was aggra- 
vated, particularly on moving it. The pulse 
more ; skin hot and moist; she 
was extremely irritable and desponding. 

* @5th, (the fifteenth day after delivery), 
When I first saw her, the whole extremity 
was much swollen, the intumescence being 
greatest in the ham and calf of the leg. The 
integuments wore a uniform smooth shinin 
appearance, having acream-like colour, 
every where pitting on pressure, but more 
readily in some situations than in others. ‘The 
temperature to the touch did not differ from 
that of the other limb, though she complained 
of a disagreeable sensation of heat through- 
out its whole extent, and much pain was ex- 
perienced in the upper and inner part of the 
thigh on moving it. Immediately below 
Poupart’s ligament, in the situation of the 
femoral vein, a thick, hard chord, about the 
size of the little finger, was distinctly felt. 
This chord, which rolled under the fingers, 
and was exquisitely sensible, could be dis- 
tinctly traced three or four inches down the 
thigh in the course of the —— vessels, 
and great pain was experienced on pressure, 
as ie ace as the middle of the thigh in 
the same direction. The pulsations of the 
femoral artery were felt in the usual situa- 
tion below Poupart’s ligament; pressure 
over this vessel excited little or no uneasi- 
ness. Pulse ninety and sharp ; tongue much 
furred; thirst urgent. Bowels confined, 
The lochial discharge had nearly disap- 

ared, 

“« Leeches were applied to the left groin 
and upper and inner part of the thigh ; these 
were followed by cold lotions to the affected 
parts, and mild cathartics aod anodynes 
were administered internally. 

** 30th. The acute pain on pressure and 
motion of the limb had subsided, and the 
extremity was universally edematous. For 
two months after this period, the limb re- 
mained so feeble, as to disable her from 
walking, and continued larger than the 
other, 

** Eleven months after the attack, the ge- 
neral health of the patient was restored, 
and she again became pregnant. On the 
5th of November, 1828, she was delivered 
of a still-born child, and died soon after 
from uterine hamorrbagy. Permission to 
examine the body was most reluctantly 
granted three days after death, and the dis- 
section was necessarily conducted with the 
greatest possible despatch, from the danger 
of interruption on the part of the relatives. 

“A es on Dissection.—The whole 
of the left inferior extremity was consider- 
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ably larger than the right, but no serous 
fluid escaped from the incisions made 
through the integuments, beneath which a 
thick layer of peculiarly dense, granular, 
adipose matter was observed. The common 
external iliac and femoral veins and arte- 
ries, enclosed in their sheath, were re- 
moved from the body for examination. The 
common iliac, with its subdivisions, and the 
upper of the femoral veins so resem- 
bled a ligamentous chord, that, on opening 
the sheath, the vessel was not, until dis- 
sected out, distinguishable from the cellular 
substance surrounding it. On laying open 
the middle portion of the vein, a firm thin 
layer of ash-coloured |vmph was found in 
some —— adhering close to and uniting 
its si and in others clogging it up, but 
not distending it. On tracing upwards the 
obliterated vein, that portion which lies 
above Poupart’s ligament was observed to 
become gradually smaller, so that, in the 
situation of the common iliac, it was lost in 
the surrounding cellular membrane, and no 
traces of its entrance into the vena cava 
were discernible. The vena cava itself was 
in its natural state. The entrance of the 
internal iliac was completely closed, and in 
the small portion of it which I had an op- 
portunity of examining, the inner surface 
was coated by an adventitious membrane. 
The lower end of the removed vein was per- 
meable, but its coats were much more dense 
than natural, and the inner coat was lined 
with a strong membrane, which diminished 
considerably its caliber, and here and there 
fine bands of the same substance ran from 
one side of the vessel to the other. ‘The 
outer coat had formed strong adhesioas with 
the artery and the common sheath. The 
inguinal glands adhered firmly to the veins, 
but were otherwise in a healthy condition.” 


Dr. Lee relates a second case, in which 
the patient recovered, and where all the 
symptoms were clearly referrible to inflam- 
mation of the femoral vein. On the precise 
nature of the disease he offers the following 
remarks :— 

«‘ Whether the inflammation of the coats 
of the veins in this disease be simple adhe- 
sive inflammation, or inflammation of a spe- 
cific kind connected with the puerperal 
state, and differing not only in degree of 
intensity, but in its essential nature from 
phlebitis after venesection, it is difficult to 
determine. The peculiar character of the 
symptoms seems strongly to favour the lat- 
ter opinion, though it cannot be denied that 
the yen occasionally assumes the form of 
common phlebitis, fatal cases having oc- 
curred, where pus has been found secreted 
by the internal coats of the iliac veins, and 
death caused by inflammation and opestema- 
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tous deposits of matter in the lungs and 
other remote organs of the body.” 


Analysis of a Quantity of Fluid drawn off 
from a Hydrocele of some years’ standing. 
By Dr. J. Bostock. 

The filaid in question was of a reddish- 
brown colour, and deposited a stratum of 
white matter, in the form of pearly scales, 
which Dr. Bostock, upon analysis, found to 
be of an “‘ albumino-cerous”’ nature. 


On the Use of Subcarbonate of Iron in 
Tetanus. By Dr, J. Evxiorson. 


The first case related by Dr. Elliotson 
has already been published in this Journal. 
We may briefly observe, that tetanus super- 
vened on the fourteenth day after a com- 
pound dislocation of the great toe ; that half- 
ounce doses of the subcarbonate were ad- 
ministered, and that the patient recovered 
so rapidly, that on the seventh day he was 
able to eat solid food. On this case Dr. 
Elliotson makes the following observa- 
tions :— 

** The result was highly gratifying, but 
did not surprise me. 1 had not given the 
remedy at random, but according to what 
I conceived a fair analogy. Neuralgia, pa- 
ralysis agitans, chorea, and tetanus appear 
all to be affections of the nerves, or those 
parts of the brain and spinal marrow which 
are immediately connected with them.— 
These affections are evidently not of ne- 
cessity structural, because in all, the disease 
often rather suddenly ceases, and because, 
after death, nothing is generally to be dis- 
covered. Neither are they of necessity in- 
flammatory, both because also of the latter 
circumstance, and because antiphlogistic 
measures, with mercury, generally fail to 
remove them. The affection in each of 
these diseases has also this peculiarity, — 
that narcotics are of very uncertain utility 
in subduing it; so that f was convinced, 
as stated in my last paper, ‘‘ that we are 
upon a wrong scent in our attempts to cure 
tetanus and hydrophobia by narcotics, and 
that we should employ other remedies which 
exert peculiar actions upon the nervous 
system.” The power of subcarbonate of 
iron over neuralgia, unconnected with in- 
flammation or structural change, thus led 
me to employ it in paralysis agitans, and 
in the first case I succeeded. 1 was then 
encouraged to exhibit it in chorea, and my 
success is already before the Society. My 
resolution was now taken to treat the first 
case of tetanus with it that should fall under 
my care. But, besides having employed it 
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other means, Still the 
and I could not prove |i 
f, it would not have run 
mild: course. I there- | i 
feasion, but | inj 
wait patiently for another 
putting the remedy to the 
years elapsed before 
opportunity oceurred ; but upon the 
bth of last month a case fell under my care 
at St. Thomas’s, also traumatic, and infi- 
nitely more severe, but which, under the 
same treatment, ceased, after a few days, to 
increase in violence, began in a few more 
to subside, and terminated favourably in 
little more than another week.” 


We subjoin the report of the second 
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porter, were added to his die 
— ordered to be administered twice a 


cf 10th. Each injection had come away ex- 
actly in the state it was administered, and 
been followed by several large dark red 
balls, without any > is to 
be the case every day till the dose of the 
i medicine was diminished. To ensure the 
On the ing Friday he first felt | facility of their discharge, the injection 

itde stiffness on each side of the lower | from this time employed three times a day. 
and this had increased ever since. On| The symptoms remained much at the same 
point from the 9th to the 13th. 1 diseover- 
ed that above double the dose of the medi- 
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At the conclusion of the paper, Dr. Elliot- 
son remarks, thet though iron may prove to 


the truth of this opinion. A boy was 
admitted into St. Thomas’s, on the 17th, 
having been affected with trismus since the 
14th, and with opisthotones since the 17th ; 
the bowels being first cleared with an in- 
jection of turpentine, the exhibition of sub- 
carbonate of iron was commenced, in doses 
of half an ounce every two hours. The pa- 
tient died at eight o'clock on the follow- 


ing evening, having remained unrelieved 
throughout the whole of the time. 


An Account of a Case of Aneurism by Anas- 
tomosis of the Forehead, treated by the 
Application of Ligatures. By B, C. 
Bronte. 

The author, in a note at the commence- 

ment of this paper, attempts to play the 

critic by offering some objections to the term 

“ aneurism by anastomosis.” He makes sad 

work of it, and hed better relinquish the 

occupation as speedily as possible. The 
case, deprived of its verbiage, stands thus :— 


‘“* Miss ——, inthe year 1809, being then 
about five years of age, received a severe 
blow on the forehead, and soon afterwards 
a small pulsating tamour, not larger than a 
pea, was observed at the part. For many 
years the tumour remained nearly stationary, 


and as it produced no inconvenience, ex- | pect 


cited but little attention. In the year 1821 
it had manifestly increased in size, in con- 
sequence of which a surgeon attempted to 
cure the disease by pressure. Under this 
treatment the patient suffered constant and 


severe pain, 





@s soon as the pressure was | 


was 

each of the four priacipal arteries by w: 
the tumour was suppiied, The 
these operations was, a slight diminuti 
the size of the tumour, end some 
from pain ; but even this favourable change 
was of short duration, In the course of the 
winter of 1827, the tumour again grew 
larger, and the painful sensations returned 
with redoubled violence, attended with a 
constant sense of weight over the eyes, and 
excessive depression of spirits. The patient 
remained precisely in this state, until the 
Oth of October, 1828, when I saw her in 
consultation with Dr. Robertson, of North- 
ampton. The tamour was now bigger than 
a large double walnut, comapins @ spot on 
the right side of the forehead, immediately 
below the margin of the hairy scalp. When 
the fingzrs were applied, they received an 
impression, as if it was composed of 

of tortuous vessels, and a strong pulsation 
was perceptible in every part. The skin 
covering the tumour was thin, and in cough 
ing, when the vessels were unusually dis- 
tended, appeared as if on the point of burst. 
ing. When the scalp was shaved, large and 
tortuous arteries were to be seen passing 
into the basis of the tumour, in every direc- 
tion, from each temple, from the orbit of the 
right eye, and over the crown of the head 
from the occiput. Pressure being made on 
the two temporal arteries at the same in- 
stant, the pulsation of the tumour was per- 
ceptibly, but not greatly, diminished. There 
was a constant sense of weight and pain ia 
the forehead, and the latter was very much 
aggravated by pressure on the tumour, espe- 
cially on a particular spot towards its upper 
edge. 

** The patient was willing to submit to 
any plan of treatment which might afford 
her even a chance of being relieved, ‘It 
appeared that there wes no reason to ex- 
advantage from any further attempt to 
obliterate the arteries by which the tumour 
was supplied with , nor, indeed, from 
any operation which had not for its object 
the complete extirpation and removal of the 
diseased structure, The attempt to accom- 
plish this object by means of the knife, 
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sequent inconvenience, if not actual danger, 
to the patient. Under these circumstances, 
I proposed to extirpate the tumour by 
means of ligatures, so applied as to produce 


the complete strangulation of it at its base ; | par 


but even with respect to this method of pro- 
ceeding, it was impossible not to experi- 
ence considerable apprehensions as to the 
loss of blood which might take place on the 
separation of the slough. These apprehen- 
sions were, however, greatly diminished, 
from the conviction that the unusual dilata- 
tion of the principal arteries of the scalp 
was to be regarded as the effect, and not the 
cause, of the morbid growth of the smaller 
vessels, and as being likely to subside imme- 
diately on the tumour being des . 
A further consultation having been held 
with Mr. Keate, and afterwards with 
Sir Astley Cooper, I proceeded to per- 
form the ration on Wednesday, the 
15th of , in the following manner :-— 
A long steel needle, the length of which 
was about double the diameter of the tu- 
mour, was passed between it and the peri- 
osteum, penetrating the skin on each side. 
By means of this needle the tumour was 
raised as much as possible, and a second 
needle was introduced in the same manner, 


but beneath, and at right angles to, the 
first. A very strong silk ligature was then 
bound several times round the base of the 
tumour below the needles as tight as it 
could be drawn. The tumour immediately 
assumed a purple colour, as if in a state of 


strangulation. ‘The operation occasioned 
great pain both at the time and afterwards ; 
but from the instant of the ligature having 
been applied, the peculiar sufferings occa- 
sioned by the disease were at an end. 
In the evening the pulse being strong, the 
skin hot, and the pain caused by the ligature 
very severe, some blood was taken from 
the arm. 

** October 16th. The pain was some- 
what abated, the tumour had assumed a dark 
colour, and had begun to shrink. 

“17th. The tongue furred, the pulse hard 
and frequent, and the skin hot. More blood 
taken from the arm. 

“18th, All the arteries entering the tu- 
mour had either ceased to pulsate or pul- 
sated less strongly than before, with the ex- 
ception of those at the upper part. Con- 
cluding from this last circumstance that the 
strangulation was not complete, and that a 
still greater degree of compression was ne- 
cessary, I armed one of the needles with a 
strong double ligature, then drew it through, 





nitric acid was applied to some spots on its 
surface, in which there was any reason to 
suspect that there might be a ition to 
reproduce the original disease. The sloughs 
made by the nitric acid soon ; the 
sore continued to heal, and the ion of 
the arteries in the neighbourhood to di- 
minish. 

“ December 2d. The cicatrix was com- 
pletely formed, and nothing unusual was to 
be observed, except that between it and the 
eyebrow there was a slight appearance of 
fullness, manifestly depending on the skin 
at this part having been for a long time 
much distended, and having not yet re- 
turned to its original dimensions. There 
was no more pulsation in the arteries, which 
had formerly been so much enlarged, than 
in those of the other side of the forehead, 
and the patient was free from pain and all 
other inconvenience.” 


Two Cases of Fracture of the Thigh-bone 
taking place without any violence, in 
which a Diseased State of the Bones ap- 
pears to have been the predisposing Cause 
of Fracture, and concurring with Cancer 
in the Breast in both Patients. By 
T. Satter, Surgeon, Poole, Dorset. 

The first patient whose case is related by 

Mr. Salter was a woman eighty-two years 

of age, who had been, for a long time, afflict- 

ed with cancerous ulceration of the mamma. 

The bone suddenly gave way just below 

the trochanter, whilst the person was 

** standing at her drawers, taking out some 

linen.” She died six months after the in- 

jury, no ossification having occurred ; a post- 
mortem examination was not permitted. In 
the second case the patient was fifty-six 
years of age, and laboured under a scirrhous 
tumour of the left breast, which had existed 
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for several years. The fracture took place 
about three inches below the trochanter 
major; and, on examining the femur after 
death, it was found to be so soft throughout 
its whole length, that a knife could readily 
be pushed through it at any part. 

That an unusual frangibility of bone does 
sometimes exist, in conjunction with cancer 
at a remote part of the body, is a circum- 
stance perhaps not generally known, but it 
is adverted to by many authors. Mr. Salter, 
by the relation of his cases, has added to 
our stock of facts on this subject. But, as 
he justly observes, whether the disease in 
the bone be actually of a carcinomatous na- 
ture, or of some other hind, excited by the 
cancerous virus in the habit, it is difficult to 
determine. 

We must reserve our notice of Ben. 
Travers’ paper “ On Malignant Diseases,” 
which concludes the volume, until next 
week. 
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To the Editor of Tur Lancer. 


Sir,—Being a constant reader of your 
leading article, and considering it to be al- 
ways a very able, and often an impartial 
commentary on the current events of the 
profession ; 1 am naturally anxious to coun- 
teract the injurious impression, which some 
of your statements, made last week, respect- 
ing the Westminster Hospital, of which I 
am a trustee, are likely to produce on the 
public mind. I shall, therefore, endeavour 
to prove that these statements rest on erro- 
neous grounds. 

You state, that the Westminster Hospital 
contains only cighty-two patients, conse- 

uently a considerably lesa number than the 
‘al Western Hospital ; that it is less 
clean than the Western Hospital ; that only 
forty beds are appropriated to surgical pa- 
tients; and that the surgeons’ pupils are 
not allowed to see the medical practice, 
without the payment of an enormous addi- 
tional fee ; that the Westminster Hospital is 
@ wretched institution. If, Sir, you will 
take the trouble of visiting the Westminster 
Hospital, you will find there are ninety-three 
beds, and that, although the wards are badly 
constructed, worse ventilated, and the 
building in general dilapidated, the greatest 
order and cleanliness are maintained 
throu it by the exertions of Mrs. Cox, 
the indefatigable matron. Whether the 
Westminster Hospital contains fewer pa- 
tients than the Western Hospital is a ques- 
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tion which may be pretty satisfactorily 
answered. It is likely enough that the last 
named institution may contaim a hundred 
beds, and Mr. Sleigh may, for an extraordi- 
nary occasion, gather together from the 
highways and byways a hundred patients, 
washed and ticketed. But will any man, 
in bis senses, assert that that institution has 
sufficient funds to maimtain that number 
constantly ; nay, is it not a notorious fact, 
that it has not sufficient to maintain twenty t 
Two-thirds of the ninety-three beds of t 
Westminster Hospital are appropriated to 
the surgical department, and there are, I am 
informed, but twenty-five medical patients 
in the house at this time. The medical and 
surgical patients are mingled together, and 
the surgical pupils are enabled to attend the 
rend practice on the payment of a fee. 

ut I beg to assure you, that your alarm 
for the pupils’ pockets is quite groundless, 
for notwithstanding the almost unprece- 
dented opportunities of improvement which 
are afforded in the dical depar . 
arising from the oral instruction of the two 
senior physicians, who bestow twenty mi- 
nates’ attendance per week in two visits to 
their patients and pupils ; notwithstanding 
the unceasing activity of Dr. Roe, the junior 
physician, who is said to have demonstrated 
the problem of perpetual motion in his 
own person; notwithstanding this gentle- 
man advertised, two years ago, his intention 
of delivering clinical lectures to all the 
medical pupils; which lectures, as not 
‘ne of them has yet been delivered, must, as 
a consequence of their long concoction, be, 
when delivered, worth hearing; notwith- 
standing all this, the pupils of the West- 
minster Hospital are so inconceivably dull, 
as to prefer jingling the money in their 
pockets, to ing science ! ! 

With respect to your assertion, that the 
Westminster Hospital is a wretched institu- 
tion, 1 am sure you will be convinced of 
your error when I tell you, it possesses 
funded property to the amount of 80,000/., 
and that the governors are only waiting for 
ground to commence a building which shall 
be worthy the city whose name it bears.* 

Although the present Westminster Hos- 
pital isa mouldering chaos of dingy apart- 
ments, the circumstance of its being the first 
hospital in Britain, established and sup- 
ported by the voluntary exertions and con- 
tributions of private individuals, and conse- 
quently the parent of all those provincial 
institutions which have proved of incalcu- 
lable benefit to the community, both as re- 
ceptacles for the sick, and as practical 
schools of medicine and surgery, ought to 


ensure it respect. Cusris. 








* If the present hospital be so excellent, 
why build another ?—Ep. L, 
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SURGICAL REFORM. 


THE LANCET. 


London, Saturday, August 1, 1829, 


a 


Wauew the question of Surgical Reform 
was so freely and frequently discussed in 
eighteen hundred and twenty-six, it was 
proposed by some half-witted reformers, to- 
gether with a few very cunning knaves, that a 
‘* remonstrance ” should be presented to the 
College. ‘* Lay a remonstrance before the 
College,” was the language held on that 
oecasion, ‘and your grievances will be re- 
moved.” This view of the subject met with 
little or no concurrence on the part of the 
great body of the members, who were far 
too sensible not to perceive the utter folly 
and inefficiency of such a proceeding. There 
were, however, a few toad-eaters, connected 
with our hospitals, who did present a ‘‘ re- 
monstranee”’ to the Council at about the 
time that the Surgeon’s Petition was laid 
upon the table of the House of Commons. 


We objected to the “ remonstrance,” because) 


it wag not in the power of the Council, even 
if they had felt s0 disposed, to alter the Char- 
ter which had been granted to them by his 
late Majesty, George the Third,—under the 
authority of which iniquitous instrument 
they derived the whole of their legislative 
powers. The Surgeons’ Petition, on the 
other hand, received all the support which 
our humble endeavours were capable of be- 
stowing on it; because we thought that it 
would be the means of laying the axe to the 
root of the tree, and have the effect cf abro- 
gating a law which had protected the Coun- 
cil in its wanton and unjust proceedings. 
It was also said, ‘‘ Wait a little ; this is the 
march of intellect ; you will soon have bet- 
ter men in the College, whose election will 
be immediately succeeded by a more liberal 
system of government.” We have waited : 
the profession has waited. Many new mem- 
bers have been elected into the Council : 





but where is the new and improved system 
of government? We regret to say, that it 
has not yet been promulgated. Are we 
then disappointed? Certainly not. We 
were never weak enough to expect, that the 
Council would deal more justly by the pro- 
fession, so long as it should retain the pre- 
sent charter, and hundreds of times has it 
been stated in the pages of this Journal, that 
the abrogation of this charter is the only 
effectual step that can be taken, towards re- 
moving the disgraceful monopoly by which 
the council now flourishes and fattens, Let 
those who expected a more liberal system of 
government from the election of “ new 
men,” look at the names of the gentlemen 
who form the Council of the present day : 

Sir A, Carlisle 

H. L. Thomas 

R. C. Headington 


Sir W. Blizard 
J. Adair Hawkins 


G. J. Guthrie 

W. Wadd 

H. Jeffreys 

A. White 

J.G. ry 

Samuel Cooper 

Ea Copeland 
H - 


- Lucas 
Sir A. P. Cooper 
R. Keate 
J.P. Vincent 


With the exception of the first three, who 
were the President, and Vice Presidents, for 
the past year, the names are placed accord- 
ing to seniority of standing. Having read 
over these names carefully, we request at- 
tention, for one moment, to the following 
** regulations” of the Council :— 

“1, The only schools of anatomy and phy- 
siology recognised, are London, Dublin, 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, and Aberdeen. 

«© @, Attendance upon the surgical practice 
of an hospital will be recognised, provided 
such hospital contain at least one hundred 
patients, 

. oe "mR one 

« 5, And of having attended, during the 
term of at least one year, the surgical prac- 
tice of one or more of the following hospi- 
tals, viz. Sr. Barnruotomew’s, Sr. Tao- 
mas'’s, the Wesrminsten, Guy's, Sr. 
Grorce’s, the Lonpoy, and the Mrppre- 
sex in London; the Ricumonp, Stzzven’s, 


J. Briggs 
William Lawrence. 
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and the Mearn, in Dublin; andthe Rovat 
Ivrremantes in Edinburgh, Glasgow, and 
Aberdeen ; or during FOUR YEARS, the 
surgical practice of a recognised provincial 
hospital, and six months, at least, the prac- 
tice of one of the above-named hospitals in 
the schools of anatomy.” 

That these regulations are most unjust ip 
principle, and most oppressive in practice, 
none will deny ; yet they have been sanc- 
tioned and promulgated by a Council of 
twenty-one, in which, report says, there are 
not less than eight highly liberal and ho- 
nourable-minded men. It is clear, there- 
fore, that the minority, although a large one, 
is entirely destitute of power, and that the 
whole control of the affairs of the College is 
vested in the hands of the bed majority. 
That the number of the liberals is not likely 
to receive any very great augmentation, 
will be generally believed, when itis known, 
that the election of Mr. Lawrence was car- 
ried by only a majority of ons. This fact 
speaks volumes for the liberality of the 
Council, and it points out to the profession, 


most unequivocally, that the undivided 
efforts of the Surgical Reformers should be 
directed towards Parliament. 


The regulations we have just quoted are 
of the most obnoxious description, and it is 
surprising how they can so long have been 
patiently endured by the members of a 
learned profession, Apathy on the part of 
the members is the more extraordinary, 
as itis evident that nothing but avarice, of 
the grossest description, could have induced 
the Council to frame such detestable laws. 





well known, that in most corporations, where 
truth and profit are incompatible, that per- 
jury is not unfrequently substituted for the 
former. It was not sufficient to satiate the 
avaricious appetites of the greedy monopo- 
lizers, that London should be the only 
school of anatamy and physiology recog- 
nised in England; and, therefore, that the 
surgeons of the country hospitals might re- 
ceive no fees from pupils, and that all the 
fees paid for hospital attendance by British 
students, should be received at the hospitals 
in London, and appropriated by the monopo- 
lisers and their neveys and noodles, an attend- 
ance of FouR YEARS on a country hospital is 
required. To say nothing of the first, or the 
school” regulation, we are fully per- 
suaded that tbe fifth, or hospital regulation, 
is such an abuse of the powers of the 
Cuanter, that in law it amounts to a for- 
feiture of that instrument, and, probably, a 
que warranto information would have the 
effect of reducing these gentry to their pre- 
per level. It is not unusual for corporations 
to lose their charters by an abuse of their 
powers. Itching palms prevail amongst com- 
panies of grocers and ironmongers, as well 
as in the liberal and enlightened Society in 
Lincoln's Inn Fields. The existence of these 
“ regulations” with the present Couneil 
must cotivince those who believed that time 
and remonstrances would effect a reform in 
the College, that their expectations were 
most ill founded. The object of the surgical 
reformers, in presenting their petition to 
the Legislature, was the abrogation of the 
charter, to the end that some legislative 


Of the twenty-one councillors who enacted | enactment might be ultimately obtained, 
these regulations directly in favour of the | which would give them the power of elect- 
hospitals and medical schools of London, 'ing those persons who were to rale over the 
not less than rounTREN participate in the destinies of the profession. Until this be 
Prorits of those hospitals and schools. | accomplished, the members must be con- 
Yet, in the by-laws to which each indi-| tent to groan under that cold-blooded 
vidual on entering office swears to conform, | tyranny which has oppressed them for so 
it is stated that “ no members of the Coun-| many years. From the College there can 
ceil shall have a vote on any question re-)be no hope of redress. The Council are 
lating to himself.” But, we believe, it is| deeply interested in upholding their present 
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monopoly. It-is attended with vast profit 
to them, and they will continue to grasp the 
advantages which they now possess, until 
they are wrested from them by the strong arm 
of the law. The charter which they now hold 
is the counterpart of a Bill which was scout- 
ed from the House of Lords, and designated 
by Lord Chancellor Thurlow, as one of the 
most iniquitous, preposterous, and impu- 
dent documents that ever was laid on the 
The procuration 
of the charter was altogether a smug- 
gled proceeding; no appeal was made to 
the profession, who knew nothing of the 
attempt to deprive them of their rights, 
until the fatal blow had been struck. 
Quietly have they borne their galling yoke : 

but patience has it bounds ; obedience has, 
at last, given place to resistance, and the 
College may prepare for a contest that 
will soon be commenced, and which will be 
continued, until its final and complete 
overthrow shall be accomplished. The 
Surgical Reformers will now act under 
far more favourable circumstances than on 
the last occasion, as there are some of 
their best and most powerful friends in the 
camp of the enemy; and the disgraceful 
manner in which the late president, Sir 
Antnony Car.iste, spoke of Mr. Law- 
RENCE, proves, most clearly, that this gen- 
tleman has been fighting the battle of the 
surgical reformers, even within the walls 
of the College. The malignity of two or 
three of the dirty, scribbling puss, has in- 
duced them to represent Mr. Lawrence as 
having abandoned the cause of surgical 
reform. It is not the first time that these 
unprincipled men have endeavoured to de- 
stroy that gentleman's character, but their 
own characters are a sufficient antidote to 
their base designs, Mr. Lawnence’s great 
elevation secures him against the shafts of 
their malice, ‘The members of the profes- 

sion have only to rally, with renewed vigour 
and increased intelligence, around the stand- 

ard raised by this celebrated surgeon in 





MR, SLEIGH.—VACCINATION. 


eighteen hundred and twenty-six, and a 
complete triumph must speedily crown their 
exertions. 





MR, SLEIGH—SURGICAL REFORM, 


To the Editor of Tur Lancer. 


Sin,—The observations you thought pro- 
per to make in last week's Lancs, relative 
to my not having attended the meeting, held 
for the purpose of petitioning Parliament 
against council of the College of —_ 
geons, and my not having signed that pe 
tion, thereby implying that | had deonrted 


the cause of medical reform, would have 
pe ied ate om had J ever joined 


been 
directly or indirectly that cause; but never 
having’ done so, with the exception of com- 
plaining against the council for not then re- 
cognising my lectures, I conceive my con- 
duct therein does not deserve animadver- 
sion, Indeed, I was not at that time suffi- 
ciently acquainted with their organisation 
and proceedings to form an opinion of them. 
Permit me to say, that I am now well 
pleased I did not then join the cause, for it 
proves, if I now feel it my duty to take an 
active step against the council of the Col- 
lege, 1 do it reluctantly, and that I am 
driven to it by a system of unjust, unpria- 
cipled, illiberal and partial conduct. But, 
Sir, when once thus pledged, if you hear of 
my flinching from a steady, persevering, un- 
compromising course of action for the 
neration of the College, until that segeuere- 
tion be achieved, by its being formed ac- 
cording to the principles of the British 
constitution, Yee may add my name, with 
what oppr went oP te: please, to those few 
who have wre already de serted that cause, which 
has truth and justice fer its foundation—the 
credit and honour of the profession, its ob- 
jects—and the general good of mankind, its 
end, 
I am, Sir, 
Your very eo servant 
. W. Steson. 
25, Upper Seymour-st. Patel Sq. 
July 27, 1829. 





VACCINATION, 


To the Editor of Tus Lancer. 


Sirn,—Mr. Leeson's case in No. 303 is, 
doubtless, an interesting one. I differ, 
however, from him in my deductions there- 
‘rom. it is -indeed true, as he states, 
“ cow-pox did not prevent small-pox ;” 





MR. BAINBRIDGE ON CHARITY-MONGERS. 


but, Sir, I think this fact had better been 
given thus: cow-pox virus, introduced into 
the system subsequent to its infection with 
small-pox, did not destroy, but merely sus- 
pended the activity of the latter during its 
own progress. The suspension of one mor- 
bid action by the superinduction of another 
is nO uncommon case.(a) Ihe second con- 
clusion, ‘* In the same case, cow-pox and 
small-pox went on together,” is plainly and 
unequivocally destroyed by a previous para- 
graph or sentence. ‘ On the ninth day it 
sickened for variola. The cow-pox, which 
was on the eighth day a fine specimen of its 
kind, continued stationary during the whole 
progress of the small-pox, until both dis- 
appeared together”—or, in other words, so 
soon as the cow-pox had attained its per- 
fection, the variola, which was kept in sub- 
jection during the progress of the former, 
assumed activity, and stayed the usual ap- 
arances of the decline in its antagonists. 
‘ir. Leeson seems entirely to have lost 
sight of the difference between the co- 
existence of two diseases in a state of ac- 
tivity,(d) and of one disease lying dormant 
in system during the progress of an- 
other, and only assuming its action on the 
cessation of its precursor. Having, | think, 
disproved the validity of his second conclu- 
sion, the third, of consequence, is nullified. 
Mr. Laming’s remarks, in No. 305, on 
Mr. Leeson's case, | think good and perti- 


nent. The failure of success in one case, | 


should not deter us from pursuing a plan 
which, in many instances, as in Mr. Laming’s, 
is beneficial. Though it be generally grant- 
ed that variola may succeed the most perfect 
vacciola, and that in a bad form, still this is 


the exception to the rule—the protecting in- | 


fluence—or, at least, alleviating power, of 
the latter against the former. 

I cannot subscribe to the opinion of Mr. 
Laming, that cow-pox is only to be con- 
sidered a preparation for small-pox. I do 
not hold the Jennerian discovery at so low 
sn esumate, 


I subjoin some references; ist. To cases 
where one action was suspended, by another 
supervening :— 

(a) Hooping-cough by small-pox ;* vac- 
ciola by chicken-pox ;+ cow-pox by measles.t 

(6) 2nd, Where co-existence of morbid 
action appeared :—measles and smail-pox ;§ 
small-pox and hooping-cough.|| 

Mepicus Epinensis. 

London, July 16, 1829. 





* Med. Phy. Jour. vol. viii. p. 426. 

+t Ditto do. do. p-9 

¢ Bell on Cow-pox, p. 27. 

§ Med. Philosopb. Com., vol. iii. p. 444. 
|| Willan’s Reports; Diseases of London. 
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DUBS, PURES, AND CHARITY-MONGERS. 


To the Editor of Taz Lancer. 


Sin,—Your spirited and just animadver- 
sions on the conduct of the parties concerned 
in originating and perpetuating those ‘‘ pest- 
houses” and puff-shops called medical cha- 
ritable institutions, induce me to hope that 
you will not neglect, in some future num- 
ber of your invaluable Journal, to charac- 
terise in merited terms the equally shameful 
acts of a number of Duns and Purrs who 
are in the habit of giving advice gratis to the 
poor, no doubt from the most humane and 
charitable motives. 1 can furnish you with 
the particulars of the case of an unfortunate 
child, about six years of age, whose mother 
took her to one of these gentlemen for some 
slight derangement of the stomach. Two 
grains of calomel, with some jalap, (for L 
saw the prescription, which was sent to a 
> ae were directed to be given night 
and morning, and she was ordered to be 
taken to him again in a week. The powders 
were regularly administered for six days, at 
the end of which time, as might be expect- 
ed, the mouth became mindy sore. 
She was again taken to this very learned 
and humane Doctor, who said the soreness 
of the mouth was of no consequence, and 
after ordering some aperient powders, told 
the mother to bring her again in a week. 
The child getting rapidly worse, about four 
days afterwards I was called in, and found 
the front part of the gums and upper lip in a 
sloughy state. Notwithstanding all I did to 
arrest the progress of the mortification, in 
two days more the front of the upper jaw 
was quite denuded, and the teeth fell out; 
in two or three days more the whole of the 
upper lip was destroyed, as well as the sep- 
tum of the nose, and in about ten days from 
the time of my first seeing her, she died, ove 
of the most appalling spectacles I ever wit- 
nessed. Parallel cases to this, 1 believe, are 
not very rare amongst this class of prac- 
titioners, yet they pass unheard of and un- 
noticed. 1 trust by your exertions the pub- 
lic will, ere long, be enabled to appreciate 
the disinterested motives of these parties. 

Do you think, Mr. Editor, this benevo- 
lence in the medical profession will be imi- 
tated by other professions and trades? Shall 
we have clubs of bishops, priests, and dea- 
cons, formed for the purpose of circulating 
the blessings of true religion and sound 
morality, without fee or reward? Shall we 
have communities of lawyers, who will hold 
gratuitous consultations for the benefit of 
those who cannot pay for them? Shall we 
have tailors, bakers, butchers, &c., vying 
with each other in giving away their goods ? 
When these things take place, and not till 
then, shall I become @ convert to the prin- 





ciple of giving gratuitous advice and medi- 
enynlg om who, if they have not the 
means themselves to pay for them, have 
friends, and if not, the parish is obliged to 
find them with both. Benevolent and 
wealthy individuals, as you before suggest- 
ed, have generally plenty of poor relations 
and de ts upon whom their charity 
might be bestowed, without infringing on 
the rights of the profession, and without ex- 
posing their less affluent fellow-creatures to 
the jon and danger of being sent to 
a — or dispensary. 

[ be happy to co-operate with my 
professional brethren in any plan that is cal- 
eulated to arrest the progress of the rapidly 
growing evils to which you 80 felicitously 
edverted in your late leading article. 

I am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
J. N. Baryanipcs. 

St. Martin’s Lane, July 23, 1829. 





MEDICAL BENEFIT SOCIETY. 


To the Editor of Tus Lancer. 
Sia,— You have been kind enough to in- 
sert my former notes, relative to the forma- 
tion of a Medical Benefit Society in this 
me 
readers, and the ion ay 


Permit me to inform your 
that 
among the several communications | have 
received, two of the writers — eos 
munificent donations tow the es- 
tablishment of an institution of the nature I 
ro. I now beg to state on what plan 
should like to see it founded; viz. that of 
clubs or friendly societies, so that by each 
member contributing one or two guineas per 
annum, he should be allowed two or three 
weekly, when incapacitated from 
attending to his professional duties; the 
sum to be fixed by a menaging council or 
committee, elected by the members without 
favour or affection, whose duty it should 
also be to confer other privileges when re- 
quired ; as in case of the death of a member or 
his wife, orifhis property have been destroy- 
ed by fire, or he be in prison for debt, &c. The 
rules to be prepared by a committee elected 
for that , confirmed by the members 
at large, and enrolled according to Act of 
Parliament. I trust the profession will per- 
ceive the necessity of forming an institution 
for these purposes ; and when a member re- 
quires assistance, he will have the gratifica- 
tion of obtaining it as his right, and not as 
a matter of favour, nor with the chance of 
experiencing the frowns or reflections of 
cold-hearted charity, in his applications for 
relief. These are urgent reasons; I trust 
ion will come forward and aid 





} 
} 





BENEFIT SOCIETY.—BIOOMSBURY DISPENSARY. 


my humble endeavours, and give their 
assistance to my project, the benefits of 
which will, bereafter, be duly appreciated, 
We have seen the great advantages that 
have attended friendly societies in the hum- 
ble classes of society, and I can only feel sur- 
ised that nothing of the kind should have 
en attempted before. However, let us 
verify the proverb, “ better late than 
never,” and form a Medical Friendly So- 
ciety. Any communications and sugges- 
tions, therefore, addressed to me, post paid 
only, twopenny post-office, Brewer Sweet, 
shall be attended to. Let me impress on the 
reader, that however bright our prospects 
may be at the present moment, sickness and 
uncontrolled misfortunes may arise, that 
would render such an institution one of the 
greatest blessings the profession could ex- 
perience. Trusting to your kindness in 
giving this early insertion, 
I have the honour to remain, 
Your faithful servant, 
H. W. Dewnvasrt, Serg., 
Lecturer on Human and Comparative 
Anatomy. 
July 20, 1829. 


P.S.—I have omitted to mention that I 
would propose to throw open its advantages 
to all in the profession, whether the apothe- 
cary’s assistant, or the presidents of the 
Colleges of Physicians and Surgeons, as 
well as practitioners, should they choose to 
embrace them; in fact, it should be open 
to all, and influenced by none. 





BLOOMSBURY DISPENSARY,. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sirn,—The result of the election at this 
dispensary has been the cause of much sa- 
tisfaction, not only on account of the cha- 
rity’s having obtained so eminent a surgeon 
as Mr. Cooper, but from the frustration of 
the base endeavours of an unprincipled fac- 
tion of medical men. 

The “ little eminent” used his greatest en- 
deavours amongst his piows friends, to get a 
methodistical surgeon appointed ; but the 
overwhelming majority with which Mr, 
Cooper triumphed, must be to you a pleas- 
ing proof of the light estimation which 
“* bat’? recommendations hold in the public 
opinion. 

I remain, 
Your most obedient servant, 
Wittiam Bropis. 


Bloomsbury Dispensary, 
July 23, 1829, 
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PURPURA HZMORRHAGICA.—DIABETES MELLITUS. 567 


MERCURIAL PURGATIVES IN PURPURA 
HAMORRHAGICA. 


To the Editor of Tar Laxcer. 


Sir,—In a late communication, I ven- 
tured to assert, that Mercurial Purgatives 
were an useful remedy in purpura hemor- 
rhagica, and I supported my opinion by cases 
and references to authorities, to which any 
one may have access. I shall now endea- 
vour to show, by the following case which 
occurred to Mr. Wilson, of this town, that 
calomel may be advantageous when it exer- 
vises its specific action on the system. A 
girl, aged 9 years, was observed by her 
friends to be unusually dull and listless, but 
when interrogated, she said that she had no 
complaint ; these centinued near a fortnight, 
when on the 2nd of October, 1820, she was 
seized with violent epistaxis, the trunk and 
extremities were covered with numerous 
small dark petechiw, and on one arm were 
two extensive extravasations very sensibly 
elevated ; the gums were exceedingly pale, 


and, with the tongue, were spotted and bleed- | 


ing ; she vomited a great deal of coagulum, 
of a peculiarly firm texture and dark colour, 
her stools of the same description; she was 
constantly complaining of sickness, head- 
ach, and of occasional pains in the chest ; 
the pulse beat 90 in a minute and was very 
feeble, the heat of the body was somewhat 
below the natural standard : during the ¢nd, 
she took a table spoonful of yeast every two 
hours, and an acid mixture, she had also a 
purgative of calomel and jalap; on the 3rd, 
the symptoms continued the same, she was 
ordered 9j pulv. jalape comp. with 3 grains 
of calomel every third hour and to continue 
the acid ; in the course of that day the 
bleeding from the nose ceased, but the eva- 
cuations continued the same; on the 5th, 
the mouth became slightly affected, when 
the blood disappeared from the stools ; on 
the following day, the gums were sharply 
sore, the evacuations natural, and the pete- 
chie appeared to be fading; she said that 
she felt stronger, and from this time rapidly 
recovered, the ptyalism also gradually sub- 
sided. 

Thus I have brought my remarks on pur- 
pura to a conclusion, and beg permission to 
say a few words to Mr. Moore. 

That Mr. Moore should attempt to expose 
my failings did not surprise nor vex me, but 
that they should have disturbed the natural 
serenity of his temper, caused me some asto- 
nishment. I shall endeavour to benefit by 
his charitable advice, although it might not, 


thaps, unprofitably, have ended where it | 


Sein Mr. Moore should not have denied 
me a practical illustration of the usefulness 
of “logic, grammar and gentlemanly cour- 
tesy,” in his “ reply” by way of sncourage- 








ment ; but this, I su , does not consti- 
tute the “manner g an inquirer 
after facts, and the profession we belong to.” 
Mr. Moore must not neglect to me 
peg ape yp mw cases to which he has 
80 often all ‘ ta person of my “ un- 
convincing disposition” be led to consider 
them as having been only “ imaginary griev- 
ances” that have caused him so great unea- 
siness ! 
I remain, Sir, 
Your obedient servant 
Tuomas Heap. 


Alnwick, Northumberland, 
July 21, 1829. 





WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL. 


DIABETES MELLITUS. 


Joun Dixon, 41 years of age, a stout 
man, of middling stature, and sanguineous 
temperament, formerly a sailor, much ad- 
dicted to drinking, now a mason’s labourer, 
residing in the low parts of Westminster, 
was received under the care of Sir George 
Tuthill, 26th November, 1828. 

About a year and a half ago, he was first 
affected with a profuse secretion of urine ; 
be consulted many of the faculty without 
deriving any benefit; and having exbausted 
his means of subsistence, he came into this 
hospital in December, 1827, when he was 
treated by Dr. Bright, who considered his 
disease to be diabetes mellitus. The patient 
was treated with frequent and large doses 
of opium, and castor oil and turpentine 
purges, and he was allowed a generous diet. 
This plan produced the most decidedly good 
effects. The dose of opium was gradually 
augmented, until it amounted to eleven 
grains in the twenty-four hours. The food 
daily consumed, consisted of three pounds 
of butcher’s meat, and a pound of bread. He 
was discharged in May, 1828, nearly well, 
the daily dose of opium having been dimi- 
nished to two grains, and the food to a re- 
gular full diet. 

During the summer he continued perfect- 
ly well, occupied as alabourer. He lived 
in the most abstemious and careful manner, 
never touching vegetables or fermented 
liquors; his sole beverage was milk, of 
which he was in the habit of drinking a 
quart daily, Water and spirits he invaria- 
bly shunned, as being uniformly injurious. 
Sweetwort he found not to disagree with 
him. He paid the most constant regard to 
his bowels, preventing the accession of 
costiveness by the liberal use of castor oil, 
His health remained unimpaired until the 
middle of October, when he suffered an at- 
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tack of catarrb, the probable consequence of 
exposure. Incontinence of urine gradually 
came on; the urine grew sweet, and in- 
creased to two gallons daily. On admission, 
the diurnal secretion rather e a 
gallon and a half; the following was pre- 
scribed :— 
Balsam of iba, 20 minims ; 
Castor oil, half an ounce. Mix; to be 
swallowed every morning. 
Powder of whortleberry leaves, a scruple ; 
Carbonate of ammonia, 19 grains. Mix, 
and form a powder, to be teken three 
times a day. 


A pound of beef steaks for breakfast, with 
full diet ; twelve ounces of bread, and two 
pints of milk every day. 

Dec. 11th, 1828. The urinous discharge is 
one gallon and a quartera day. The man 
complains of pain round the occiput, a sen- 
sation of weight in the loins, and a numb- 
ness of the lower limbs, producing a drag- 
ging of the legs whilst walking. The senses 
are unimpaired ; he thinks his recollection 
is less perfect than formerly. His wife 
states, that he has of late exhibited consi- 
derable eccentricity of conduct. ‘Ie tongue 
is of colour, but flabby ; appetite crav- 
ing; bowels freely open three times each 
day ; stools liquid ; sense and motion more 
impaired in the legs. He occasionally per- 
Spires profusely, when the diuresis is inva- 


DR. HEURTELOUP’S INSTRUMENTS 


April 1. The secretion of urine natural ; 
appetite moderate ; bowels jar; intel- 
lects clear ; his memory a little improved. 
The paraplegic tendency still exists in the 
lower limbs. The opivm is reduced to two 
grains aday. He thinks himself capable of 
employment, and is this day, by bis own 
desire, made an out-patient. 





NEW LITHOTRITIC INSTRUMENTS. 


The ingenious Baron Heurteloup has 
lately been exhibiting to some of the most 
distinguished surgeons of this metropolis, 
his besautifully-contrived instruments for 
breaking down stones in the bladder. He 
was firstled to direct his attention to this 
subject about five years ago, when a student 
jat Paris, by the indignation which he felt at 
| the culpable conduct of Dr. Civiale towards 
|Mons. Le Roy (D’Ettiolles,) the man who 

first proposed this method of superseding the 
‘perilous operation of lithotomy, and who 
jinvented an instrument for the purpose. 
|Mons. Civiale surreptitiously obtained a 
|model of this instrument, and having first 
‘applied it to practice, won the prize of sur- 
gery in the Academy of Sci 

r. Heurteloup, aware of the merit of his 
friend Le Roy, entered warmly into the 
controversy, and has succeeded not only in 
| establishing the justice of Le Roy’s claims, 
|and exposing the charlatanerie of Civiale ; 











riably augmented. No expectoration. A_ but after five years of nearly exclusive ap- 
grain of opium to be taken twice a day, and! plication to the subject, he bas so much 
the other medicines discontinued. |improved upon the original invention, as to 

13. Has increased pain in the occipital render the lithotritic apparatus nearly in- 
region, accompanied with a sense of cold fallible in its operation, and to afford one of 
and weight; has great irritation over the the most perfect assistants which the science 
entire surface of the body, occasioning con- of mechanics has ever contributed to medi- 
stant fidgettiness. Complains of weakness cine. So high is the sense entertained of 
in the extensor muscles of the legs, which, | this gentleman's merit by his countrymen, 
with the other muscles of the lower limbs, | that the first prize of surgery has been twice 
are flabby. Mouth dry, bowels open; an | awarded to him by the Academy, and the 
ounce of castor oil to be taken every morn- title of Baron conferred on him by his sove- 
ing, and the opium to be continued. reign. 

Jan. 10, 1829. The plan first adopted has| On Tuesday, the 21st of July, Mr. Presi- 
been rigidly adhered to. The urine secreted, dent Thomas, Sir W. Blizard, Sir A. Car- 
amounts now to three quarts daily. Itis lisle, Mr. Howship, Mr. Guthrie, several 
insipid in taste. He takes four grains of other members of the Council of the College 
opium in the 24 hours. The peculiar diabetic of Surgeons, and other professional men, 
odour still exists. jassembled at Mr, White's house in Parlia- 

Feb, 12. ‘The urine has diminished to two ment Street, to witness a demonstration by 
quarts every day; the quantity of opium | Dr. Heurteloup, of the etructure and mode 
daily consumed is ten grains; the patient's | of using these instruments. 
sensations are comfortuble ; appetite good;| The Baron briefly addressed the meeting 
bowels kept open by a daily dose of castor|in French. He stated that, in 1813, a Ger- 
oil |man surgeon, of the name of Gruithuisen, 
was the first who turned his thoughts to the 


March 4. The quantity of urine passed is 
one pint and a half, and of opium taken, six improvement of our lithotomic instruments, 
grains per diem. The diabetic odour no| This man imagined that the principle of the 


longer perceptible. ‘The man still complains common bullet-forceps might be adopted, in 
of weakness in his knees. The pein and | the construction of an instrument for finding 
coldness of the occiput have disappeared, stones in the urinary biadder; and he ac- 
but the memory is not improved, cordingly formed an instrument consisting 





FOR BREAKING CALCULI 


of a straight canula of the diameter of four 
lines, and a central steel rod terminating iu 
three elastic claws or tenacula, which might 
be thrust forward in search of the calculus, 
and drawn back to grasp it. The sole pur- 
pose of this instrument was to seize the 


stone. 

In 1823, Dr. Le Roy conceived the notion 
of adding to the claws of Gruitbuisen » 
drill, which might destroy the stone when 
grasped ; this was the state of the lithotritic 
art when the Baron undertook the study of 
it. M. Heurteloup also stated, that he did 
not suppose his instrument would, at pre- 
sent, entirely supersede the lateral opera- 
tion, as it was not adapted to destroy a 
larger stone than one of eighteen lines 
diameter ; but that a more attentive regard 
to the diagnosis of this painful disease 
would, in future, by ensuring the discovery 
of calculi whilst small, render a recourse to 
the knife perfectly needless. The steps of 
the process are the following :— 

ist. The injecting of the bladder with 
warm water, which is done by means of a 
catheter furnished with a stop-cock, and a 
large syringe made for the purpose. 

zd. The indicating the situation of thi: 
stone; the catheter already introduced, 
serves the purpose of a sound; its short 
curve very much facilitates the detection of 
calculi. 

Sd. The seizure of the stone. This is 
done by the claws of the instrument. 

4th. The perforation by Le Roy’s drill. 

5th. The excavation, effectuated by an in- 
strument shortly to be described. 

6th, The crushing and pulverisation of 
the shell, effected by an instrument to be 
described, called the ‘ shell-breaker.” 

7th. The ejection of the powder by the 
contractile force of the bladder. 

8th. For small stones and flat stones, the 
** shell breaker” only is used. 

The Baron first exhibited the operation 
bed, or table, about the height of our ordi- 
nary operation tables, covered with a mat- 
tress, which may be raised into an inclined 

lane, and supported by a wedge-shaped 

ox. At the foot of this bed there is an ap- 
paratus which affords a fulcrum to the in- 
strument, after its introduction into the 
bladder. The head of the bed, and, conse- 
quently, the fundus of the bladder, may he 
depressed to any extent desired, the legs 
which support it being hinged, and capable 
of folding under. On this couch the man is 
placed nearly in the position for the lateral 
operation. A strap is passed round the 
shoulders and buckled to the sides, the feet 
are placed in slippers securely fixed at the 
foot of the bed. 

The instruments were then shown, and 
their use explained in the following order. 

ist. The catheter of the usual length, 





569 


with a short, and rather abrupt curve, to 
serve as a eound, the shortness of the curve 
facilitating its motions in the bladder ; it is 
furnished with a stop-cock. 

2d. The syringe of silver, capable of con- 
taining about a pint of fluid, furnished with 
two rings, one on each side of the syphon 
for the insertion of two fingers, rendering it 
manageable with one hand only. 

Sd. “ L’instrument & trois branches, avec 
un foret simple,” designed by Le Roy, 
adopted by Civiale, consisting of a canula, 
three tenacula, and the drill. This suffices 
to crush stones equal in diameter to the 
drill; but to destroy a larger stone, several 
perforations are necessary, which consume a 
great deal of time, and some risk is incurred 
from the entanglement of the claws. ‘To ob- 
viate these difficulties, the Baron has de- 
vised the following means :— 

4th. ‘* L’instrument & trois branches, 
avec le mandrin & virgule,” is . a 
to stones of from eight to ten lines in 
diameter; by an ingenious contrivance, a 
shoulder (‘‘ la virgule”’) is thrown out side- 
ways from the head of the drill, and, in its 
revolution, exeavates the calculus. For 
stones of larger diameter, another contri- 
vance is produced. 

5th. ** L’instrument & quatre branches,” 
or ** pince & forceps.” Here are four claws, 
forceps-shaped, which may be moved con- 
jointly or separately, so as to obviate every 
change of entanglement. One of the claws 
has a button-point, and may be thrust fur- 
ther forward than the rest, and prevent (in 
case the fluid escape) the bladder from em- 
bracing the instrument too closely. The 
‘* pince & forceps” is adapted to stones of 
from twelve to eighteen lines in diameter, 
and is furnished with a ‘“‘ mandrin @ vir- 
gule,” the “ virgule” of which makes a 
larger excavation. In case the stone, or a 
fragment of it, should escape from the claws 
of the “‘ pince,” the fruitful imagination of 
the Baron has supplied a remedy; the 
“* mandrin” is withdrawn, and a very delicate 
instrument consisting of a canula, a steel-rod, 
and three veryfine elastic tenacule are intro- 
duced, the substance is seized and replaced 
within the jaws of the larger instrument, 
and the process of its destruction is re- 
sumed. The prehensile property of this 
little instrument is truly admirable. The 
“ pince & forceps” consists of ninet 
different pieces, 

6th. To break down the shell thus formed, 
as well as small and flat stones with facility, 
another contrivance was necessary. To ful- 
fil this intention, our friend the Baron has 
constructed an instrument which may be 
termed his masterpiece. ‘* Le brise coque,” 
or ** shell-breaker,” is very complicate in its 
structure, consisting of not less than twenty- 
five pieces. Jts primary, essential parts ap- 











TYING THE CAROTID ARTERY. 


steel-rods, contained 





forceps- shaped and ser- 
tated; the stone is aes with facility, 
by a motion similar to the lateral motion of 
the jaw, and ground to powder in a few 
minutes, Sir A. Carlisle expressed his con- 
ception of this process, by exclaiming, ‘« it 
chews the stone.” The machinery by which 
this is effected is concealed from view, and 
some reserve is shown in answering ques- 
tions on this point. The facility of using 
the “* brise e” is, however, very evi- 
dent; after its introduction, the instrument 
is held in the left hand, and the effect de- 
sired is uced by a movement of the 
handle, from side to side, by the right 
hand, 
} The Baron showed the effects of these 
different instruments on artificial calculi. 
The visitors were delighted with his in- 
genuity, and Mr. Thomas, the president, 
politely told him he would consider of what 
means could be adopted to bring his claims 
before the professional public, 
M. Le Baron de Heurteloup is a man of 
extensive medical knowledge, and very pre- 


ing manners, and explains eve 
thig with the greatest simplicity and poo 
On Friday, the 24th, the Baron operated 
on @ patient sixty-four years old, at the 
house of Mr. White; the stone was about 
fourteen lines in diameter, and the opera- 
tion was concluded in fourteen minutes. 


The iculars of this case will appear in 
due in this Journal. 


_— 
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TYING THE COMMON CAROTID ARTERY.— 
DEATH, 


Jou» Masow, etat. 38, married, a tailor, of 
rather short stature and sallow appearance, 
was admitted into Luke’s ward, under the 
care of Mr. Vincent, July 16, with an 
aneurismal enlargement of the right carotid 
artery, originating, apparently, close to the 
bifurcation of the common into the internal 
and external carotids. ‘The tumour is ra- 
ther larger ry turkey'’s egg, and the 

Isation in it distinct! ent to the 
Soe. It is tense to ‘ao we. The pain, 
which extends upwards along the whole 
of the side of the face and head, is very 

at. The pain is much increased when 
ying down or when touched. The patient 
is comparatively easy while sitting an 
Deglutition is performed with great diffi- 





culty, The aneurism made its 
about seven months ago. The t has, 
to the extent of his circumstances, been very 
intemperate in his habits of life for a long 
time past. Having consented to the per- 
formance of the operation, and, indeed, 
being urgent that it should be performed, in 
the hope that by it he will be freed from 
the severe pain he is now lahourin 
under, he has been put on milk diet, a 
ordered common aperient medicine, and the 
operation is appointed for Saturday. 


OPERATION. 


July 18.—He was brought into the thea- 
tre at a little before one o’clock, blindfolded. 
When placed on the table he urgently eoli- 
cited to have the handkerchief removed 
from his eyes, but through the advice of Mr. 
Stanley he was persuaded to submit to its 
continuing asitwas, On leaning back tpon 
the table and resting his head on a pillow, 
very little alteration appeared to have taken 
place in the tumour. No dovbt whatever 
existed as to its character, and the object 
was to tie the common carotid. Commenc- 
ing the operation with this view, Mr. Vin- 
cent, with a common scalpel, made an inci- 
sion through the skin and integuments, close 
to the inner side of the sterno-cleido-mas- 
toideus, about four lines from the lower 
of the swelling, to within about an inch of 
the upper edge of the clavicle. The inci- 
sion was subsequently slightly extended in 
both directions, and heat kev’ been an inch 
and a half in length. The omo-hyoideus 
and sterno-hyoideus having been thus ex- 
posed, they were carefully drawn aside, and 
the cellular tissue was divided, partly with 
the point, and partly with the handle of the 
knife. The fascia was cut through, and the 
opening having been made into the sheath 
containing the vessel, by means of a curved 
aneurismal needle, one ligature was 
from without inwards, round the artery, and 
the vessel tied. The artery, at the part 
where it was tied, was situated particularly 
deep, it seemed to have formed quite a lit- 
tle pit. After the ligature was fixed, seve- 
ral gentlemen, at the invitation of the ope- 
rator, approached the table, took hold of the 
ligature, raised the artery with it, and satis- 
fied themselves and o , that nothing 
whatever was contained within the ligature 
but the bare vessel. In the course of the ope- 
ration, the nonus descendens was seen lying 
on the tumour. The internal jugular vein was 
nerer seen, nor did it occasion the slightest 
inconvenience. From the moment at which 
the ligature was tied, pulsation in the aneu- 
rism ceased. Twenty minutes and a half 
were occupied from beginning to make the 
external incision to the full exposure of the 
vessel ; and in another minute the further 
current of blood was put a stop to, The 
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TYING THE COMMON CAROTID—DEATH. 


ing was, to bring the external 
; were held in con- 
tact by one suture, and strips of adhesive 
plaster. i dressing was laid over 
this, and the patient carried to bed. Be- 
fore he was removed, however, he said he 
felt much easier than he had done before 
the performance of the operation, and the 
tumour had become both smaller and softer. 
The operation was conducted most cau- 
tiously, and completed with great neatness. 
Many eminent practitioners, both of this 
town and from the continent, were amongst 
the spectators, who filled the theatre almost 
to suffocation. 

In about balfan hour after the removal to 
bed, twitchings of the muscles on the right 
side of the face were observed ; and on more 
minutely examining into the patieut’s con- 
dition, Aemiplegia of the left side was 
found to have supetvened. All motion was 
gone, though sensation bad not entirely dis- 
appeared. Sensation of the right side and 
extremities was partially affected; and a 
sort of spasmodic or tucking up of the right 
thigh upon the pelvis, at intermissions of 
two or three minutes, also came on. The 
skin became hot. Pulse full and 120, 
Resilessucss of all the parts capable of mo- 
tion, Thirty ounces blood were, by his 
board, stated to have been taken from his 
arm and left temporal artery ; an opinion, 
however, prevailed, that the more accurate 
estimation would have been twenty ounces. 
As some of it escaped into the bed, it was 
not accurately measured. It was not in- 
flamed. Ordered to have the saline mix- 
ture, with half a drachm of the tartarised 
liquor of antimony, every four hours. 

19th. The bowels have been freely re- 
lieved ; but the feces as well as the urine 
pass involuntarily. Much the same. De- 
plete again to sixteen ounces, 

Hyd. submur. 4 grains. 

20th. Repeat the powders every four 
hours, ond upply a blisterto the neck. Ad- 
minister an injection, Pulse very weak, 
and not warranting further blood-letting. 
The last blood taken was buffed and cupped. 
If the pulse varies and calls for it, deplete 
again towards night. 

2ist. The bowels have not been moved 
since Sunday. ‘The paralysis of the left 
side continues permanent. The twitchings of 
the face and right thigh are as frequent and 
severe asever. It is with great difficulty 
that the tongue can be seen, the patient being 
unable to open his mout!: to any extent, and 
even when in his attempt to open it he suc- 
ceeds so far as to permit its tip to appear, 
he cannot continue it out for more than two 
orthree seconds. ‘longue coated but moist. 
Is perfectly sensible. Says he feels a little | 
better. Pulse rather full and quick. The 
tumour has become as large as it was before 
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the operation was performed. It feels more 
tense, too, than it was. Has considerable 
difficulty in swallowing and in —e to 
speak. The wound has heen dressed to-day 
for the first time since Saturday. Adhesion 
of the lips is perfectly complete, nor is there 
any redness (save the slightest degree im- 
mediately around the union of the parts) or 
inflammation in the neighbourhood. Sleeps 
very little, dosing only for afew miuutes 
together, in the night asin the day. Or- 
dered to have jalap, and to get the bowels 
again well evacuated, 

The bowels having refused to yield to the 
more common aperients, the third of a drop 
of croton oil was given, the desired effect 
following very speedily. Tongue still foul ; 
pulse weak and quick; motions and urine 
pass involuntarily; the twitchings not so 
violent. In other res; ects much the same. 

23. Slept last night pretty well, better 
than he has done. Last night the head was 
shaved, and a blister applied over the sum- 
mit of the scalp, which remainson. From 
rather the early part of yesterday till towards 
the evening, the twitchings were by no 
means so frequent as formerly, but in the 
evening they returned at intervals of a few 
minutes, and have continued, Paralysis 
and state of sensation the same, Tongue 
foul; when desired to show it, he su ed, 
after some lapse of time, in complying with 
the request: he has a difficulty in returning 
it into the mouth, By considerable effort, 
is just able to say “ thirsty,” and in a very 
feeble and under tone, * drink, drink.” 
When drink is offered to him thr the 
means of a tea-pot, he assists bi to it 
as much as possible, by partly raising his 
head from the pillow. Pulse weak, and 
124. When asked if he isin any pain, he 
rubs his hand over the pubic region. Some 
think the tumour is rather increased in size, 
but if it be, the increase is inconsiderable. 

24. Has been sensible all day, but unable 
to speak. During the day, the symptoms 
have been much as before, the patient gra- 
dually sinking. At 9 o'clock r.m., the pulse 
at the wrist could not be felt, and in rather 
less than two hours afterwards be expired. 


Post-mortem Exramination. 


25. After the operations of to-day were 
egg Mr. Vincent was pleased to fol- 
ow up the useful end laudable jrractice 


adopted on the preceding Saturday, oi’ order- 
ing the subject to be brought into t'be ope- 
rating theatre, there to be examinec| before 
all who were anxious to see, and by a gen- 
Ueman capable of efficiently conducting the 


dissection. The subject was placed on a 
large table in the area of the theatre, and 
the parts dissected by Mr. Stanley, Mr. Vin- 
cent standing by the side the table during 
the time. 
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Head.—On cuttin h the integu- 
ments, there was Soca te bet alight mae 
effusion into the subcutaneous tissue, the 
result of the blister. A little effusion of 
blood u the scalp, around where the 
tem artery had been opened. No un- 
usual degree of vascularity on the external 
surface of the dura mater ; its internal sur- 
face natural. The veins of the brain below 
the pia mater more turgid than is frequently 
observed; those on the left side more so 
than those on the right. More vascular ap- 
pearance on the left than on the right side. 
Slight watery effusion into the cellular tissue 
of the pia mater on the right, but compara- 
tively none, ifany, on the left side. Plac- 
ing a finger on the hemispheres of the cere- 
brum, the left felt rather softer than natu- 
ral, and the right almost as soft as custard, 
On slicing off a portion of the left, very nu- 
merous bloody spots immediately appeared, 
and the substance of the brain was still found 
to be somewhat softer than usual. Towards 
the corpus callosum, it became more firm. 
The bloody spots as before. Colour natural,* 
Not more than three or four drachms of 
water in the left lateral ventricle, By no 
means so many bloody spots are visible 
when the right hemisphere is sliced. On 
this side, the brain is completely changed 
into a thick creamy substance. The change 
most complete, superficially, From t 


depth of an inch, it becomes more firm, Near 


to the corpus callosum, and an inch from 
the side of the brain, there is about as much 
of the substance as would fill a tea-spoon 
completely disorganised, forming quite a 

Ip. Towards the lower part of the brain, 
it assumed throughout very much of the na- 
tural consistency, is of the usual colour, and 
the arteries appear, both underneath and 
throughout the organ, not larger than com- 
mon, and are all sound.t 

Neck.—The platisma myoides very un- 
usually strong. The descending branch of 
the ninth pair of nerves, seen in the opera- 
tion, proceeding down external to the sheath 
of the vessels, and immediately over the 
tumour. Not adrop of pus, nor the least 
suppurative process, about the parts that 





* It is worthy of note, that the patient's 
head lay on the left side almost the whole 
period from the performance of the opera- 
tion till his death. 


t * I don’t think the softness we bave ob- 
served could have existed prior to tue per- 
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were cut in the operation.* The 
aneurism arose at the bifurcation. The ar- 
tery plugged up with coagulum below the 
ligature to its origin, an inch and a helf in 
length. The sac filled with a mixture of 
fetid coagulum of blood and pus. This was 
considered an unusual circumstance, the 
result of inflammation ; and the commence- 
ment of the process indicated by the en- 
largement of the tumour on the second or 
third day after the operation. Nothing in- 
eluded within the ligature but the artery. 
Aorta—The arch inflamed —? 
On cutting it open, its coats appear thick- 
ened by disease; the trunk. generally en- 
larged. Looking at the internal surface, a 
tuberculated appearance is visible between 
the coats; the disease extending from the 
origin, to where the vessel dips into the 
posterior mediastinum. ‘Ihe valves healthy. 
Heart and Lungs.—Healthy. 


EXTRAORDINARY CASE OF EXOSTOSIS. 


Wiriiam Harris, etat. 53, rather under 
the common size, of dark hair and emaciated 
appearance, was admitted, July 10th, into 
Powell's Ward, under the care of Mr. Earle, 
with an immense enlargement of the upper 
part of the right thigh and ilium. States, 
that he has been a gentleman’s servant for 
forty years, and that, until within ten days 
of his admission, be was able to walk about 
with the aid of crutches. Thirty-seven 
years ago, he received a severe injury on 
the upper part of the thigh, in consequence 
of the rearing of a horse he was riding, 
which fell back upon him ; was then taken 
up, and considered for a time lifeless. In 
the course of a short time, however, he 
recovered, and was, as he considered, per- 
fectly well, though he dates the origin of 
the disease from that accident. Twenty-five 
years ago, he was again thrown from a horse, 
by which the upper part of the same femur 
was fractured. Union took place; he re- 
covered from the injury, and for twenty 
years afterwards was able to ride, play at 
cricket, and take other exercise with the 
greatest ease, though be felt slight pain, oc- 
casionally, in a part very closely connected, 
us he describes, with the head of the femur. 
About five years ago, the outside of the 
upper part of the thigh began to enlarge, 
and became more and more ee this 
progressed slowly for a couple of years, 
when he made his appearance at this hos- 





formance of the operation. In my op . 
it must be regarded as the result of inflam 
mation of the brain. It is remarkable, that 
much the greater degree of softness has 
been found on the side on which the circu- 
lation was the least.”"—Mr. Stanley. 





* “ The parts have proceeded to heal so 
kindly, that 1 am sure, if the patient had 
lived another week, so far as the wound was 
concerned, the neck would have been per- 
tectly well,”—Adr, Staniey, 
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pital, after having been under the bands of 
many practitioners. He was seen by Mr. 
Lawrence, who considered it a clear case 
of exostosis, Lut whether it had commenced 
in the femur or the bones of the pelvis, he 
felt at a loss to decide. The t has 
gone on increasing ever since. I]t now oc- 
cupies the whole space of the dorsum ilii, 
projecting over the sacrum, enveloping the 
upper ; art of the femur in every direction, 
and ascending, as it were, under Poupart’s 
hi t, into the pelvis. The largest part 
of it must measure at least twice as large 
round as the patient’s thorax. Rather lower 
than at the middle of the thigh externally, 
but higher up internally, the growth begins 
to taper, but to the very extremities of the 
toes the limb is immensely enlarged. On 
the inside of the upper part of the thigh, 
the tumour is red, and a little excoriated. 
A portion of the posterior part of the but- 
tock is going actively into a state of slough. 
There is a projection near where the tro- 
chanter major ought to be felt, where, also, 
the integuments are preternaturally vascu- 
lar, and where the least touch gives ex- 
cruciating pain. The other parts of the 
skin are not much, if at all, changed from 
their natural appearance, except from a 
little above the knee downwards, where it 





presents the colour of an anasarcous extre- 
mity. In passing the hand over the upper 
part ofthe tumour, it affords, in most parts, 


a tuberculated sensation ; and, generally, 
slight pressure gives no pain. ‘Ihe natural 
temperature is greatly increased. For a 
long time the hip-joimt has been immove- 
able. ‘The patient's countenance is haggard 
and anxious, presenting all the appearance of 
his having long laboured under a destructive 
disease. ‘The tongue is brown in the mid- 
dle ; he is very thirsty; pulse weak, ond 
142, Complains of pain across the chest, 
and difficulty iu inspiring. Has a cough, 
and expectorates slightly. Can get no rest, 
especially during the night. The bowels 
are freely opened; indeed he has had a 
purging for the last two or three days. Or- 
dered a linctus for the cough, a blister to 
the chest, three grains of Dover's powder, 
and four grains of quicksilver, with chalk. 
‘The surgeons having all examined the case, 
consider it one of exostosis, or osteo-sar- 
coma, not only of the femur, but, in al! pro- 
bability, of the bones on this side of the 
pelvis. 


Post-mertem Examination. 


18th. Three or four days ago,a large por- 
tion of the posterior part of the femur 
sloughed, and afterwards the discharge was 
very considerable; the irritation of the 
bowels likewise continued until lest night, 
or, rather, early this morning, when the 
patient sank, Mr. Stanley ordered the body 





to be conveyed from the dead house intc the 
operating theatre, that a greater number 
might have the opportunity of inspection, 
than the former place could possibly con- 
tain, if the examination were conducted 
there. The subject wes accordingly laid on 
the table, and Messrs. Stanley and Skey 
proceeded forthwith to reflect the skin and 
integuments from the diseased part, com- 
mencing at the crista ilii, and terminating 
just below the knee joint. In this part of 
the dissection, a great portion of the sero- 
purulent bloody fluid escaped. They then 
made an incision along the outer side of the 
thigh, through the soft parts, and next car- 
ried the saw along the same track, through 
the bony substance, dividing the diseased 
part into two sections. Mr. Stanley, after 
examining the parts minutely, made the 
following observations :—~ 

* Gentlemen, 1 believe most of you are 
as well acquainted with the history of this 
case asl am. ‘The patient stated, that it 
began about thirty-seven years ago. He 
then received a blow on the thigh; the 
thigh was afterwards broken, and, indeed, 
he made some indistinct statement about the 
bone having been broken twice. It is clear, 
from the sections I have made, that it has 
been broken once, for there is evidently the 
appearance of the union of a fracture. He 
stated, that for many years the growth was 
very small, and that it was only within the 
last six or seven years it had began to in- 
crease in any marked degree, it having at- 
tained its present enormous maguitude since 
that period. ‘The man came to the hospital 
two or three years ogo; acast of the thigh 
was then taken, and those who saw it had 
no doubt of its origin; they were of opi- 
nion that it grew from the femur, and re- 
garded it as a case of common exostosis, 
The present view justifies that opinion, The 
origin of the bony growth, in my judgment, 
bas been from the femur. Whether it origin- 
ally grew from the periosteum or medulla, 
1 will not undertake to say. The tumour is 
very firmly united to the femur, which is 
changed in its texture, and so far is the 
Opinion warranted, that it grew from the 
medullary substance, and not from the pe- 
riosteum. Now all the parts more imme- 
diately connected with the femur consist of 
bone, intermixed with a very small quan- 
a of soft matter, so that this would de- 
cide the case to be one of osseous exostosis. 
As to the part which formsthe bony circum- 
ference of the exostosis, it is formed of soft 
matter, containing cells, the parietes of 
which consist of moderately firm gelatinous 
substance, from some of which, fluid has 
escaped, in others suppuration has taken 
place, and in a third set, the semi-transpa- 
rent substance is too firm to make its escape ; 
so that, like other bony tumours, the whole 
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presents a mixed combination of bone and 


soft matter; that soft matter consisting of| peri 


cells, and those cells being formed as I have 
stated. The soft part of the tumour seems 
to have gradually extended into the pelvis, 
under Poupart’s ligament. How the bones 
of the pelvis have become implicated, I do 
not know, but the disease seems to me to 
have originated in the femur. The ques- 
tion has been often put since this case come 
into the hospital, whether it might not have 
been considered a curable disease? If it 
had been examined carefully in the inci- 
pient state, probably it might have been 
got rid of by amputation of the limb. I 
cannot speak positively with respect to the 
part of the femur, in which the disease first 
made its appearance ; and those who saw it 
in its early stage, may have thought it began 
so high up, that nothing short of removing 
the limb at the hip joint could have af- 
forded any hope of cure ; to such an ex- 
pedient they very likely did not think of 
resorting.” 

Mr. Stanley proceeded a little further 
with the dissection, by which he ascer- 
tained, that the joint must have long ogo 
been completely destroyed, and that the 
bones of the pelvis were implicated in the 
disease. Still, from the history of the case, 
he was inclined to abide by the opinion he 
had delivered, that the growth originated 
from the femur, Cutting into a portion of 
the tumour that occupied the inside of the 
= it presented, throughout, specks of 

1 


substance. 
cited great interest. 


e case, both before and after death, ex- 





GUY’S HOSPITAL. 
FRACTURE OF THE TIBIA 4ND 


Ow Tuesday, July 25, a girl, apparently 
sixteen years old, of a fair complexion, but 
dark eyes and black hair, was brought into 
the operating theatre, for the purpose of un- 
dergoing an operation in consequence of a 
simple ture of the right tibia and fibula, 
which had taken place some time since, and 
of which non-union was the result. The 
fracture was situated about one-third above 
the ancle-joiat, and that portion of the ex- 
tremity below the separation was bent back- 
wards, forming an obtuse angle with the 
upper, and had become permanently fixed, 
with the exception of a very slight motion. 
The superior extremity of the lower frac- 
tured portion of the tibia was slightly curved, 
which gave the parts somewhat the appear- 
ance of a second knee. 

Mr. Key made an incision about four 
inches in length along the anterior surface 
of the tibia, crossing the fracture, and clear- 


FIBULA. 





, 


FRACTURE.—OPHTHALMIA. 


ed the integuments, cellular membrane, and 
iosteum, from the bone, the whole length 
of the wound, by means of a scalpel, so 
as to lay it completely bare from its cover- 
ings ; eee eee oe 
new joint, which had been fornied by means 
of a li ntous capsule ; this was next cut 
through, and the two extremities of the 
bone were cleared from their attachments of 
soft parts; there was some bleeding, which 
was kept sponged up by the dresser, further 
hemorrhage being prevented by the tourni- 
quet, which bad been previously applied 
over the femoral artery. The two ex- 
tremities of the tibia were now removed 
in succession, by means of the saw and 
bone-nippers (about an inch and a half from 
the lower portion, and, from the upper, half 
an inch). The operator next attempted to 
remove the ends of the fibula with the bone- 
nippers, but this was only effected to a 
small degree. 

There was some difficulty in > 
ing the intended object, which was e tly 
to straighten the limb, aad produce an union 
of the extremities of the fractured bones; 
and, at the distance at which we were 
placed, it appeared to remain just as at the 
commencement of the operation. The pro- 
cess was avery tedious one, and the girl 
became much fatigued, and appeared as if 
her strength was greatly exhausted from 
pain and exertion, After she had been on 
the table an hour and a quarter, Mr. Key 
asked the patient if she thought she should 
be able to bear any further attempt, or whe- 
ther she would consent to have the limb 
amputated ; which, he said, could be effect- 
ed in a minute and a half, stating, at the 
same time, that he thought she could not 
support the restorative process. The pa- 
tient having readily consented to the latter, 
the limb was then removed by the circular 
operation in three minutes. 


ST. THOMAS'’S HOSPITAL. 


STRUMOUS OPHTHALMIA, 
NEBULZ, AND 


CASE OF CHRONIC 
WITH GRANULAR LIDS, 
VASCULAR CORNE®, 


Tuomas Hottanp, a young man, tweuty- 
two years of age, was admitted into this 
hospital on the 11th of June, under the care 
of Mr. ‘Tyrrell, with chronic strumous in- 
flammation of both eyes, presenting the fol- 
lowing appearances: there was considerable 
vascularity of the sclerotic conjunctive, and 
red vessels seen ramifying over the cornez, 
with a diffused and superficial ity, 
(termed nebula,) more so on the right than 
on the left eye, and with the former of 
which he eived objects much less dis- 
tinetly. The inner side of the lids presented 
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LITHOTOMY.—TUMOUR.—LIP.—ANEURISM. 


one uniform redness, uneven on their sur- 
faces, and having a granular appeerance. 
On minute inspection, the pupil and iris can | 
be seen through the cornea of the left eye, | 
but are scarcely perceptible in the other; | 


no complaint of any pain, but says he feels a | 


swimming sensation in the head, with some) 
intolerance of light, as a remedy for which | 
he wears a green shade; pulse rather quick, | 
round, and small; tongue red, more eape- | 
cially at the tip and edges. On the day) 
after admission, he was ordered a grain of 
calomel, and half a grain of opium, every | 
night ; the bowels to be kept open with sul- | 
phate of magnesia, and to have an issue 
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OPERATION ON THE LIP. 


A portion of the lower lip was afterwards 
removed from a man thirty-five years of age, 
afflicted with cancer. This was performed 
by meats of two incisions, including a 
angular portion of the lip containing the 
diseased part. The first cut was made on 
the right side, rather more then half an inch 
from the diseased part, carrying it obliquely 
downwards to one inch end a half; the 
second was then made on the opposite side 
in a similar manner, but close to the dis- 
eased structure, to meet the lower end of 
the former. The edges of the wound were 


| now brought together by sutures, and strips 
jot adhesive plaster placed over, 


made in each temple. 

We visited this patient from time to time 
up to the 25th imstant, the same treatment) 
was persevered in ; the bowels were kept 
freely open; and the issues continued to dis- 
charge freely; the swimming in the head 
had then entirely left him, and he was gradu- 
ally getting better sight; the vascularity | 4NZURISM OF THE SORTA, CLOSE TO THE 
was considerably diminished, and likewise | ORIGIN OF THE INNOMINATA,. 
the opacity of the cornew, more especially of, L. L., wtat. 60, previously in the enjoy- 
the left eye, with which he could perceive ob- | ment of good health, became subject, in 
jects quite distinctly ; the lids also were not March, 1829, to attacks of dyspnea, and 
so red and granular. Since this report, the | difficulty of swallowing, which being, how- 
patient has been dismissed from the hospi-|ever, neither severe nor frequent, were 





HOTEL-DIEU. 


tal, on account of improper behaviour. 


LITHOTOMY. 


On the 16th of July, Mr. Green operated 
on a healthy-looking boy, ten years of age, 
for stone in the bladder. As it would be 
needless to recite minutely the different 
steps of this operation, which was perform- 
ed in the usual manner; suffice it to say, 
that there was some delay in the extraction 
of the stone, which was of the shape of a 
flattened pebble. ‘The forceps had grasped 
it at its broad axis, consequently there was 
some difficulty in bringing it through the 
wound. The operator moved the forceps 
from above downwards, and from side to 
side, with a slow and gradual motion, so as 
to allow the parts time to dilate; still it 
Was not effected without considerable force, 
as was evident from its coming through the 
external opening with a jerk. 


TUMOUR. 


On Friday, July 24, Mr. Green removed 
a tumour about the size of a hen’s egg, from 
the upper arm of a boy, situated over the 
biceps muscle. On being bisected after its 
removal, the tumour was found to contain in 
a sac in the centre of its substance, a quan- 
tity of earthy-looking matter. 

An old man was afterwards tapped for 
hydrocele, and about eighteen ounces of 
water were drawn off, The scrotum was not 
in jected. 


hardly noticed by him, until they were ac- 
companied by periodical fits of pain along 
the right side of the neck, extending up to 
the face, ear, and oceiput; the pain appeared 
to shoot from the middle of the neck along 
| the principal branches of the superficial cer- 
vical plexus. Under the use of leeches to 
the side of the neck, it somewhat subsided ; 
but it soon returned with increased vio- 
lence, and, at last, prevented him from 
continuing his usual occupation as a shoe- 
maker, On his admission, on the 22d 
of May, the attacks of dyspnea and dys- 
phagia were very frequent, occurred without 
any regularity, and seemed to be unconnect- 
ed with the fits of pain, which generally came 
on so very suddenly, that the patient com- 
pared them to electric shocks. The right 
|angle of the mouth was slightly depressed, 
and the right eye half closed ; he complain- 
ed of headach and restlessness at night, 
which he attributed to the suppression of 
an habitual bwmorrhoidal discharge. Under 
the repeated application of leeches to the 
anus, the use of foot-baths, and aperient 
| injections, the latter symptoms disappeared ; 
and except the periodical attacks of pain, 
dyspnma, and dysphagia, he appeared per- 
fectiy well. The case was treated as neural- 
gia; and M. Borie, under whose care he 
was, ordered the oxide of zinc, and the daily 
use of foot-baths, rendered stimulating by the 
admixture of mustard. This plan of treat- 
ment had, however, no effect ; after the ap- 
plication of a sinapism to the neck, a slight 
remission appeared to take place, but it 








576 ANEURISM OF THE AORTA. 


roved transitory, and the attacks of painjrecent formation than the lower portion, 
me, a short time afterwards, as frequent which had most probably existed even prior 
and violent asever. In the evening of the to the first occurrence of the dyspnea and 
28th of June, a blister wes applied on the dysphagia. The right lung was covered with 
right side of the neck; and when, on the | large quantity of blood, which was found to 
following morning, the pupil was dressing | proceed from a rupture of the tumour into 
the sore, he observed a slight swelling above the posterior mediastinum, ‘The heart was 
the right sterno-clavicular articulation ; and, of the usual size; the left ventricle much 
on closer examination, found that it had a| thickened, and its cavity very small. The 
distinct pulsation, isochronous to that of the aorta was covered with whitish yellow 
heart, and accompan:ed by bruit de soufflet.' patches, the internal membrane was not 
On the 5th of July, this tumour had con-| diseased, but rendered uneven by steatoma- 
siderably enlarged, its pulsations were very | tous matter deposited between it and the 
evident, and accompanied with a loud | muscular coat. : 
sound ; the action of the heart was regular, ‘The periodical attacks of pain to which the 
but feeble; the pulse at the wrists very patient had been subject may be readily ac- 
week, On the morning of the 6th of July,, counted for, by the pressure which the tu- 
nothing unusual was observed in the de- mour must have exerted on the pneumogas- 
portment of the patient; he appeared very | tric, recurrent, and phrenic nerves, the 
uiet, and got up as usual to take a walk on brachial plexus and cervical ganglia, The 
the bridge,* when all on a sudden he inferior rupture of the sac into the cavity of 
leapt over the parapet into the river, and, in| the pleura was, in all probability, caused by 
falling, struck his head forcibly against one the fall ; the superior one would seem, how- 
of the buttresses. The body remained in|ever, to have taken place some days pre- 
the water for three quarters of an hour,and | vious to the death of the patieut.—La 
was examined on the following morning. | Clinique. 
The vertebral column was found fractured 
in severvl places, the spinal chord lace- 
rated, and @ great quantity of blood extra- 
vasated between the membranes. ‘Ihe sub- TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
cutaneous cellular tissue of the right cervi- creel 
cal region, especially in its anterior and la-! Cowmynications received from J, L— 
teral portion, was infiltrated with dark- Scrytor — Serutator — Philo-Lawrence —- 
coloured biood ; between the external edge of (Mr, Bradfield—Mr. Henderson—Mr. 
the sterno-cleido-mastoid muscle end clavi- | James—and Mr. Frazier. 
cle, a stratum of firm cellular tissue was! ‘[he remainder of Guy’s Hospital reports 
found, which, on more accurate inspection, | next week. 
= to form the paries of a large cavity) We do not see the wit of the double letter 
ed with fluid and coagulated blood. On! from Bristol, with a printed Quack’s bill, 
opening the arch of the sorta, the ed the postage of which was not paid. It is 
nata was found to be healthy; distinct from) returned to the post office. 
its origin, but very close to it there was! Several of our correspondents must grant 
another circular aperture nearly of the same ys the indulgence of another week. Several 
— he poe ag wn a letters have been mislaid, and we are pre- 
the aneurismal sac, which extended ao SEEN, NEUE OY oe 
wards and downwards into the posterior 
mediastinum, laterally from the right brachial | 
plexus over the trachea, almost to the left RECEIVED FOR REVIEW. 
carotid, and upwards, as far as the origin of 
the anterior sealenus. The trunk of the in-| Medicine no Mystery ; being a brief Out- 
nominata, as well as the sight carotid and) line of the Principles of Medical Science : 
subclavian, was perfectly healthy, and closely | designed as an Introduction to their general 
adherent to the tumour, the parietes of Study as a Branch of a liberal Education. 
which were formed by a thick layer of firm By Joun Morrison, M.D., A.B. of Tria. 
cellular, and, in some places, fibrous, tex-| Coll. Dub. 
ture ; that of the aneurismal sac which | 
was situated above the clavicle was rather, 
soft, greatly infiltrated with blood and serum, | 
and evidently less organised, and of a more. ERRATA, 
| I~ Mr. Lanyon’s paper, this vol. p. 57, 
col. 1, line 8, from top, for ‘ one drachm- 
* The two portions of the Hétel-Dieu being | and-a-half,”’ read ‘* one ounce-and-a-balf.” 
situated on different sides of the river, are| Page 57, col. @, line 18, for “ asphyxia,” 


connected by a covered bridge. ‘bone ** inanition.” 














